
 
3-6-7 Tomas Karl Oftebro was imprisoned for 3 years by the German occupants during 
the second World War. 
 
When Norway was occupied by the Germans in 1940, Tomas early became active in the 
Norwegian underground resistance movement in his hometown Mandal. The information to 
the public was very much influenced by the propaganda from the invasion forces. To 

stimulate the motivation for resistance and for 
perseverance among people, it became very important 
for the underground resistance movement to spread 
reliable information on the development and the 
consequences of the war. Tomas, who ran a 
tobacconist’s shop in Store Elvegate in the centre of 
Mandal, had great many contacts in connection with 
his business. His natural contribution to the resistance 
therefore became distribution of illegal newspapers 
from the underground resistance movement. 
 
During the winter 1941-42 he obviously must have 
felt that the enemy was closing in on him. Much of 
his time he stayed away from Mandal and found 
shelter with his brother, Tobias Oftebro, cutting 
firewood in Tobias’ forest at his farm Hjorteland 
outside Mandal. 
 

On March 4th, 1942 Tomas was arrested. He was brought to “Statsarkivet” in Kristiansand 
where the Gestapo had established its headquarters. 
Here he was interrogated under torture before he, 
March the 21st, was transferred to the German 
concentration camp at Grini, outside Oslo. Tomas 
was now in his 42nd year of life, and he was 
unmarried. 
 
At Grini Tomas was enlisted as prisoner no.1.936 out 
of a total of 19.788 prisoners, mostly political 
prisoners, registered in this concentration camp 
during the war. He experienced here the misanthropy 
and the human degradation that was demonstrated in 
the camp, through miserable housing, inadequate 
food, penalizing drill and other physical and 
psychological abuse of power. The steadily repeated 
announcements of names of prisoners picked for the 
next transportation to concentration camps in 
Germany, was a tremendous strain. Soon also Tomas 
was put on the list. But because he was ill at the time 
he was held back. Such decisions were made by the 
German doctor in the camp, and the prisoners felt 
that they had reasons to believe that typical Germanic 
looks was an advantage when such decisions were 

made. 
 

Tomas Oftebro in Store Elvegate in 
Mandal after having returned from 
imprisonment. 

Tomas Oftebro as a young man. 



By the time Tomas got to work in the prison’s market garden, and it seems that from now on 
he was not again listed for transfer to Germany. Working in the market garden became, under 
the circumstances, a great advantage for Tomas. Not only got he now to work within his field 
of interest, to some extent he also got access to more nourishing food. 
 
Tomas stayed in the concentration camp at Grini for 3 years. He was set free at the end of the 
war, May 8th, 1945.  
He did not pick up again his business from before the war. He now found work as office staff, 
first at the local public office for supply and ration of food, next at Mandal Police station and 
finally as office manager at Mandal Slipp og Mekaniske Verksted. He married Guri 
Hjorteland in mature age. They were both active in the work of the temperance movement 
Blue Cross. 


