
Terje Vigen by Jakob Oftebro 

 

The Ibsen and Hamsun-festival has been celebrated in Grimstad for 

years, and is a great cultural happening taking place in the first week 

of August annually. The closing act of the festival every year is the 

declaration of the famous poem by Henrik Ibsen; “Terje Vigen”. 

Throughout the years a string of famous actors and actresses have 

had the honor of performing this important act. 

 

Saturday August 8th 2015 it was Jakob Oftebro who stood at the 

waterfront on Kvaløya outside of Grimstad and read this celebrated 

poem, all the 43 verses. It was a beautiful summer day with glorious 

weather and more than 900 people participated at the festival’s 

closing act, which was a new record. 

Jakob did a fantastic job and the atmosphere was magic when he 

presented Terje Vigen’s dramatic story. Terje Vigen was a Norwegian 

who attempted to row across the sea between Norway and Denmark 

in 1809 to transport some wheat grains home to his starving family. 

All Norwegian harbors were suffering under a lock down by the 

British as part of the food blockage in 1808-1811 during the 

Napoleon Wars in Europe. His boat was almost back in the harbor, so 

close to home, when he was arrested by the British Navy who was 

guarding the coast line. When he returned home after having spent 

several years in prison, his wife and children were long since dead by 

starvation. Later in life Terje Vigen rescued the British Commanders 

family when their boat sank just off Hesnæs Bay. 

 

Jakob has read the poem a number of times and says that he is 

always moved by this dramatic story. “I think “Terje Vigen” is the 

most beautiful poem Ibsen ever wrote”, he says. 



Before his performance he consulted with his father, the actor Nils 

Ole Oftebro, for advice. He did the same performance in 2004. They 

both felt it was an honor to be invited to perform the closing act of 

the Ibsen and Hamsun-festival by reading “Terje Vigen” at Kvaløya. 

We who were present felt it was a particular wonderful experience 

on a glorious summer day in August 2015.  

 

 

 

 



 


