
A pulpit as gift for the KwaMondi church, Eshowe, Zululand 
 

Ommund C. Oftebro, 

on his mission station 

in Zululand, had had 

both his station and his 

church destroyed 

during the Anglo-Zulu 

war in 1879. For 8 

years he had to manage 

without any church 

building. Helped by a 

considerable donation 

to Oftebro personally 

from a private person 

in Norway, and also 

supported by the 

Norwegian Missionary 

Society, he was now 

able to have a new church built in 1887. For this new church Ørsta Missionary Society 

donated the pulpit that was built in Ørsta and shipped to South Africa. The communion silver 

was given by Bragernes Women’s Missionary Society, and the baptismal font was given by 

Kristiansund Women’s Missionary Society. The church bell from Ommund’s first church, that 

had been cracked when the church was demolished, was now recasted. It now sounded more 

beautifully than ever, as Ommund put it. 

 

Relevant parts of Ommund’s letter: 

“Eshowe May 1, 1889 

To the dear Mission friends in Ørsten who sent the Pulpit to Eshowe Church.  

Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord! 

I am sorry that it has taken me so long to write you to submit my deeply felt gratitude for the 

wonderful gift you have sent to the church. We were all surprised to see how beautiful it was. 

You can imagine how our church is adorned by the pulpit. It is placed against a pillar at the 

end of the chancel. It appeared to me to be a bit too high, as related to the height of the 

church, and there was a discussion whether or not we should lower its foot; but no, I did not 

like that, I wanted to keep it uncut. So it was placed, and it remains standing the way we 

received it. 

We got it here the week before Christmas, and in a hurry we made a stair for it that 

unfortunately is too simple for this wonderful pulpit, and I hope by the time we can have a 

better one made. We had to rush to get it ready for Christmas day, and we managed, so it was 

inaugurated on Christmas day 1888. I do the morning prayers with Bible reading every 
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morning in the church, and then I also use the pulpit. You have, my dear friends, placed 

yourself a dear memorial in Eshowe church. May the Gospel from this pulpit draw great many 

people to Jesus. 

The audience makes up 250-300 or more.  The church can accommodate almost 400 persons. 

That many people, I believe, live at the station, as with several Christian families there often 

also live relatives who are heathens and who hopefully will be included in the congregation. 

Before Easter I baptized 14 grownups, and soon I will baptize 10 more. I have now the full 

responsibility for the work at the station, including teaching, so I have more work than I can 

cope with.  I am now beginning to feel my age and I become tired rather soon. I have now 

worked at different mission stations here for almost 39 years, so my working life is soon over. 

Zululand has been a hard and challenging field. We have worked in hope for better times, but 

our hope is only partly fulfilled.” 

--- 

--- 

“I have written this after I have finished teaching the evening school for today, and I am now 

tired and need to rest. May the Lord make us dwell with the Word and the Belief until the end, 

and may we work with love in honor of his name, then we will once meet with Him, and 

enlightened by Him we will see the meaning of the bonds and hope and belief that tied us to 

him and to each other.  

A dear and brotherly greeting to everyone connected in Christ. 

Your O.C. Oftebro”. 

 

Missionary,  Rev. Ommund C. Oftebro.  
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