2014 OFTEBRO FAMILY REUNION – SUMMARY
It’s wonderful to celebrate our great family heritage! How great it is for everyone to
have fun together, build relationships and strengthen family bonds in this fabulous
family! The following is a summary of many of the highlights of the Oftebro Family
Reunion that was held in Canmore, AB, Canada, in July 2014.

HISTORY OF WORLDWIDE OFTEBRO REUNIONS
Norway – 2004
South Africa – 2007
USA – 2010
Canada – 2014

DREAM BUILDING IN 2010 FOR THE NEXT OFTEBRO REUNION IN 2014
We take you back to the final morning meeting of the Oftebro Family Reunion in
Pleasanton, CA, in 2010, when Torstein Oftebro made his closing speech. We were all
anxiously waiting to hear the announcement of the location of the upcoming Oftebro
Reunion in 2014. Torstein gave his closing remarks and announced to everyone that

perhaps a great place to meet next time might be in CANADA! The Canadian Oftebros
present were waving tiny Canada flags and thinking, “Could this possibly be a plan?
Could we possibly do this?” We were excited about it right from the beginning but
could we possibly get all the Canadian Oftebros full of enthusiasm also? Could we
inspire an International Committee to help us as well? It is a huge task and one needs
many people that are willing to give time and energy to this task. We couldn’t stop
talking about it! We now had a dream and we definitely wanted to grab onto this
challenge.
During the summer of 2012, Leone and Harold Owchar invited many of the Canadian
Oftebros in the area to Nelson Lake, SK, for a fun weekend at their cabin and also to
discuss the possibility of an Oftebro Reunion in Canada in 2014. We considered the
dream and there was great excitement from the Canadian Oftebros! We began to
brainstorm reunion ideas and to sign up for various jobs: Music, Decorating, Finance,
Audio Visual, Computer Skills, Transportation, etc. THIS WAS THE BEGINNING!
After talking with other Canadian Oftebros in Canada, we were so happy with the
interest and great enthusiasm to begin the great task of hosting this event in Canada.
Now we began to draw up a timeline and to get our committees working, taking baby
steps towards our goal.
John and Ellen Seib and Harold and Leone Owchar made several trips to Banff and
Canmore, AB, to check out possible venues, dates, menus and best possible prices.
After much consideration, the Coast Hotel in Canmore, AB, was chosen. Canmore is
only 15 minutes from the town of Banff and is close to many attractions and activities
in the Canadian Rocky Mountains.
Leone Owchar completed the huge task of updating the
email addresses for all the Oftebros. Tim and Hisako
Oftebro designed the beautiful “SAVE THE DATE” note for
the Oftebro Reunion in Canada. It was an exciting day when
this went out, part of our dream being realized! Thanks to
Carolyn Marchenko, the Official Invitation was later
completed and ready to send to everyone in the
Oftebro Family.

Since reunions usually have pre- and postreunion activities, we wanted to explore the
wonderful options in the Banff and Canmore
area. Valerie Oftebro headed up the exciting
Pre-Reunion Excursion. Several brave and
adventurous Oftebros plus their fearless leader,
Valerie Oftebro, went white water rafting.
The pictures definitely show they had an
amazing time!

After over a year of planning, July 17-20, 2014, finally
arrived. Approximately 130 decendants of Villum
Christian Henriksen Oftebro and Gunhild Tollaksdatter
Rom Oftebro gathered together to celebrate their
common heritage. Countries represented were Norway,
South Africa, USA and Canada.
Registration took place on Thursday evening at the
hotel. The excitement in the room was electric! People
were renewing acquaintances and catching up since the
last reunion in 2010. People were sharing travel stories
and we saw the building of strong relationships, even
on the first evening. Everyone received program
information, etc. in Canada-themed bags. Oftebros
were able to pick up T-shirts (designed by Carolyn
Marchenko) and cookbooks (task organized and
completed by Leone Owchar) at registration and many
came with their fabulous donations for our Silent
Auction, to be held Saturday evening.

What’s better than a delicious buffet breakfast with the Oftebro Family in the Rocky
Mountains? Each morning we gathered together for breakfast. This was a great time to
relax and enjoy one another. It was wonderful to see the children enjoying breakfast
together also. We know that our Oftebro children are our future leaders. We want
them to keep coming to these events and to enjoy building friendships over the years.
Friday morning was the beginning of the formal part of our reunion. It began with an
Opening Ceremony led by Leane Glinsky leading a procession of Canadian participants
with flags. Leane sang, “You’ll Never Walk Alone.” What a great beginning!
Lyle Oftebro was our Master of Ceremonies for the entire
weekend. He kept the program flowing, interjecting many
funny stories between presentations. Leane Glinsky
favored us with many musical favorites over the weekend.
Tim and Hisako Oftebro managed the Audio Visual
component of the weekend. Friday, Saturday and Sunday
mornings were filled with power point presentations which
were both historical and modern, unique and interesting,
given by many Oftebro family members. The Reunion
Theme was, “Oftebro History, Past and Present”.

A highlight of the weekend was the care that was given
to the children at the reunion. During the sessions each
morning, Allan, Lois and Lindsay Miller (relatives of
John & Ellen Seib) from Regina, SK, provided the
children with amazing care and various fun activities.
Thanks again to the Millers!

Reunion afternoons allowed the Oftebros to enjoy group
excursions or free time. Some people chose to explore
the beautiful Alberta Rocky Mountains on their own.
Some toured Lake Louise, Banff and Canmore. Others
hiked Johnston’s Canyon and Red Earth Creek. Thanks
goes out to the extended Oftebro family, the Owchars,
who live in the Banff area, for helping with hikes and
sightseeing! We were so happy to have their location
and hiking expertise on two afternoons.

On Friday evening, many enjoyed a casual BBQ with social time and games.

The Saturday afternoon Gondola trip was chosen by the majority of Oftebros. Despite
some drizzly weather, the trip up and down was still breathtaking and the scenery was
spectacular!

Every Oftebro Family Reunion has an exciting Saturday
evening! Kathryn Albert and Leane Glinsky and Team
provided ballroom decorations that included red and white
balloons, candles and hand-painted pinecones by Moe
Oftebro. There was great excitement as we began the
dinner buffet banquet.

OFTEBROS DO HAVE TALENT!
Many Oftebros proved this to be true at our evening talent show! How wonderful to
hear special singing, instrumental pieces and to see amazing dancing from those in our
family!

We were privileged to have a great DJ, an Owchar relative, Rob Lavery, from Canmore.
He kept the music moving along and there was much time for dancing and fun. If you
have not seen Inge Oftebo dance, YOU HAVE DEFINITELY MISSED SOMETHING! We’re
looking forward to seeing more of this from Inge and others in 2018!

SILENT AUCTION
During the Saturday evening banquet, Moe, Perry and Garth
Oftebro organized a Silent Auction. Many Oftebros brought
handcrafted or purchased items that were unique and
wonderful. It was great fun wandering over to the table during
the evening to check on the bids. Many people went home with
treasures and great keepsakes. $3600.00 was raised for the
Eshowe Mission in South Africa. This mission was originally
founded in 1861 by our ancestor, Ommund Oftebro. Garry
Oftebro, from South Africa, is discharging the funds to the
Mission as needs arise. Garry will present a report about this
mission outreach at the next reunion in 2018.

Sunday Morning is always a special time at Oftebro Reunions. It
is our last time together and around noon it is time to say
goodbye and bid farewells once again. During our Sunday
morning meeting in Canmore, John Oftebro presented Torstein
and Grethe Oftebro with a special plaque to express
appreciation for their years of dedication to the genealogical
and historical research of the Oftebro Family. Hilde Oftebro
organized an Oftebro choir to sing on Sunday morning. In
closing, our entire Oftebro family also sang a special hymn
together, “Great Is Thy Faithfulness.”
The weekend was over before we knew it! It went by too quickly! Many farewells were
exchanged and plans were put in place for keeping in touch in the future. The 2014
Oftebro Family Reunion was a success!

WE’RE NOT DONE YET!
Many Oftebros chose to be part of a Post-Reunion trip to Drumheller, AB, for two days,
planned and organized by Perry and Valerie Oftebro. We toured the Royal Tyrell
Dinosaur Museum and also the very interesting Drumheller Badlands area. The
evening together was relaxing and fun. Sharing reunion highlights brought lots of
laughter, so noisy that we were asked to pipe down and that we did. There was lots of
connecting and family bonding in Drumheller!

REUNION PROGRAM

We look forward to the next Oftebro Reunion in 2018!
NORWAY, HERE WE COME!

