
Written by 3-7-3-4-2 Tessa Louise Blackwood Kruger (nee Hojem) about her paternal 

grandfather. 

The war service history of 3-7-3 Johan Christian Hojem 

Johan Christian Hojem's early years. 

Chris, as my grandfather was called, was born with his sister, Kath (Thora Katrine), on 28 

July 1894, in Durban, South Africa, to Norwegian parents. His mother was 3-7 Berte Marie 

(Oftebro) Hojem and his father was Gustav Hojem.  At the age of 5 the twins and their older 

sister, Hilda (Ragnhild Johanna), were  orphaned.  After first having been taken care of by 

10-2 Hanna (Johanne Guri Mathea) Oftebro at Eshowe, Zululand, they were raised by Olaus 

Skjerve, a Norwegian settler from the Marburg settlement. Olaus was a brother in law of the 

orphans’ father, Gustav Hojem. Olaus’ first wife, Ragna (Hojem) Skjerve, had died at the age 

of 23. Olaus farmed near the lower Umzimkulu river, which is near to Marburg in KwaZulu 

Natal, and this is where Chris Hojem grew up. 

The First World War 

I guess it was just co-incidence that WW1 started on my grandfather's 20th birthday, the 28 

July 1914. It ended on the 11 November 1918. It was mostly centered in Europe but also 

took place in parts of Africa that had been colonised.The East African Campaign was a 

series of battles and guerrilla actions, (in contrast with trench warfare in Europe) which 

started in German East Africa and spread to parts of Mozambique, (Portuguese East Africa) 

Northern Rhodesia, British East Africa, Uganda and the Belgian Congo. The intention of the 

German colonial forces was to weaken the allied forces on the Western front in Europe. 

 

Africa, during WW1 (commons.wikimedia.org/) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_East_Africa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Northern_Rhodesia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_East_Africa
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uganda_Protectorate
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belgian_Congo


Called to war 

King George V was on the throne in England in 1914, and South Africa was under British rule 

and so her subjects were called to war. 

 

Private Johan Christian Hojem, aged 20. 

 

I have a letter that my grandfather wrote to a cousin of his, Sarah Johnson (Hollinbeck) in 

USA , when he was 15 years old. Sarah has recently returned home from a visit to her 

relatives in Norway. Here is one paragraph. 

 

 



He clearly refers to Norway as home, so I wonder what his feelings were when he enlisted as 

a private, number 637, for the 1st Infantry (D.L.I) on the 9 August 1914. This was for a 

campaign in German South West Africa. Called Namibia, Angola, and DR Congo today. He 

did duty for almost a year and was discharged on 14 August 1915 on demobilization. (See 

memoirs of Colin Hojem later in this article). Much of this area was very dry and barren. 

 

He re-enlisted as a driver in the South African Service Corps (Mechanical Transport) on the 7 

April 1916. His number was M.T.1413. This time he embarked for British East Africa, on the 

HMS Professor (Woermann), and disembarked 9 days later at Kilindini on the 26 April 1916. 

"Kilindini harbour is a large, natural deep-water inlet extending inland from Mombasa, Kenya. 

"Kilindini" is an old Swahili term that means deep. (en.wikipedia.org) 

 

Left: Modern day map with, Mombasa, Kenya (was British East Africa) marked on the map. 

Durban, where Chris Hojem embarked and disembarked from South Africa, is marked with an 

arrow. (www.google.co.za/maps/).  

 

Right: Chris Hojem. Could possibly be at one of the harbours, with a ship in the back ground. 

 

Many tropical diseases, such as malaria, dysentery and blackwater fever (a complication of 

malaria), were encountered in the East African war, causing more casualties than bullets did. 

My grandfather succumbed to malaria numerous times and eventually he was discharged on 

the 21 September 1917 as being permanently unfit. How pleased I am that he survived or I 

http://www.google.co.za/maps/


would not be able to tell this tale. I was extremely fond of my grandfather, but did not see 

very much of him as we lived very far apart. He never ever mentioned his participation in 

WW1 to me. The information I have is from his service records. 

  

 

 

Page of “Disability and Casualty etc” from Chris Hojem's Service Record 

 

From just one page of his service disability, casualty record it can be seen how many times 

he contracted malaria (a mosquito-borne infectious disease) and where he was hospitalised. 

The places on record are, on 25 June 1916, Ufiome and again in October and November 

1916 in Dadoma, both places are in (now called) Tanzania (a blend of Tanganyika and 

Zanzibar). Mentioned in the hospitals column are "CCS" and "Conval Camp". CCS stands for 

casualty clearing station, which was an intermediate station between the front line and the 

base hospital. Conval camp means convalescent camp. 

 

In December 1916 he probably embarked in Dar es Salaam, and returned to Durban, South 

Africa on the HMAT Miltiades. Then he went to Roberts Heights, (now called 

Voortrekkerhoogte), in Pretoria. The HMAT Miltiades "weighed 7,814 tons with an average 

speed of 13 knots. It was owned by the GThompson & Co Ltd, London, and leased by the 

Commonwealth until September 1917" 

 



 

HMAT Miltiades (http://alh-research.tripod.com/ships_lh.htm) 

 

From the records it can be deduced that my grandfather moved from one hospital to the 

other until he was discharged in September 1917. His character on discharge is noted as 

very good. It is mentioned in the 2004 Oftebro Family book, page 223, that Chris Hojem also 

served in France. I do not think that this is correct. 

The following medals and decorations were awarded to him; Star, British War and Victory 

medals. 

 

Star, British War and Victory medals. (www.google.co.za) 

 

"Like the 1914 Star, the 1914–15 Star was never awarded singly and recipients of this medal 

were also awarded the British War Medal and Victory Medal, but only one of the two Stars 

could be awarded to the same person. The three medals were sometimes irreverently 

referred to as Pip, Squeak and Wilfred after three comic strip characters, a dog, a penguin 

and a rabbit, that were popular in the immediate post-war era. (Wikipedia.org) 

 

http://www.google.co.za/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/1914_Star


After the First World War 

In 1918, my grandfather married my grandmother, Norah Sutherland Clayton. They had 5 

sons, the fourth was my father, 3-7-3-4 Colin Clayton Hojem.  

My father, Colin wrote this in some memoirs in 1982: 

 

My grandfather was a successful vegetable farmer in Weenen, KwaZulu Natal. We fondly 

called him "Oupa Weenen". He died just before his 83rd birthday, on the 13 July 1977. I was 

19 years old.  

 

 

As I remember my grandfather, Chris Hojem 

 

Chris Hojem was a MOTH member (Memorable Order of Tin Hats); a founder member and 

first Old Bill of Nobamba Shellhole. (in Weenen, KwaZulu Natal) This is an order that was 



founded in 1927 to help fellow comrades.                                                                             

For more information see http://www.moth.org.za/ about.htm 

 

 

…RIP Oupa Weenen… 

 

http://www.moth.org.za/%20about.htm

