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Invitation to the Oftebro Family Reunion in  
Kristiansand 

Place:  Scandic Hotel Sørlandet at the Kristiansand Zoo and 
Amusement Park           

Time:  August 9-12, 2018. 
 
The first Oftebro reunion took place in Lyngdal in 2004. Many of you were there and greatly 
appreciated meeting 450 relatives from all over the world. We spent some lovely days 
together and enjoyed making contact between the different parts of the Oftebro family tree. 
Since then we have had similar reunions in South Africa in 2007, USA in 2010 and Canada in 
2014. Unforgettable meetings and experiences all of them. 
 
So now the time has come to meet up again in Norway. The Norwegian Oftebro Committee 
has worked hard on planning this reunion and we now have the pleasure of sending out a final 
invitation for a new reunion to all of you in the Oftebro family. 

RSVP:  January 10, 2018. 
 
We have chosen Kristiansand as the location for this reunion, and we have reserved the whole 
hotel which we hope to fill with happy members of the family. 
 
https://www.scandichotels.com/hotels/norway/kristiansand/scandic-
sorlandet?_ga=2.112086916.1082949912.1510576014-1723029299.1510576014 
 
On previous reunions we have appreciated how pleasant and useful it is when we are all 
gathered in the same hotel who can host and facilitate all meetings, activities and social 
gatherings. We find that this gives unique opportunities for networking and creating a feeling 
of community in the family. The hotel has a nice conference suite and opportunities for 
activities for all ages, in the hotel and outdoors.   

Lier, November 15, 2018 

https://www.scandichotels.com/hotels/norway/kristiansand/scandic-sorlandet?_ga=2.112086916.1082949912.1510576014-1723029299.1510576014
https://www.scandichotels.com/hotels/norway/kristiansand/scandic-sorlandet?_ga=2.112086916.1082949912.1510576014-1723029299.1510576014
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The family originates from Lyngdal and a day trip there is an important part of the program. 
For the reunion we will have the pleasure of presenting the new book about the Oftebro 
family; an updated and upgraded new version. This will be a splendid book with several articles 
about topics related to the family and a unique overview of the family and the family tree. 
 
We want you all to contribute to a separate Oftebro songbook and we hope a lot of you will 
participate in the Oftebro choir.  
 
At the reunion there will be held an auction where the money will go towards funding the 
KwaMondi Church, Eshowe in Zululand, South Africa. The church was founded by Oftebro 
family members in the second half of the 19th century. We hope that all participants of the 
reunion will wish to donate towards this auction, silent auction. 
 
The response to the preliminary invitation we sent out in April 2017 has been very good, more 
than 250 family members have shown an interest in participating in Kristiansand, around 100 
of these live outside of Norway. 
 
There will be a lot of activities going on for the whole family in relation to the reunion, so why 
not let this great experience be a part of your summer holiday this year? 
 
We hope to see a lot of family members at the reunion next year and that each and every one 
of you will contribute towards making this reunion a unique experience for both young and 
old in the Oftebro family. 
 
Presentations at the meeting will be given in both Norwegian and English. 

 

Kind Regards 
 
 
 
Inge Chr. Oftebro 
Inge.Oftebro@hydro.com 
 
 
 

Torstein Oftebro      Astrid Edland 
Torstein.oftebro@lier.online.no      astrid.edland@lifi.no 
 

 

 
 

mailto:Inge.Oftebro@hydro.com
mailto:Torstein.oftebro@lier.online.no
mailto:astrid.edland@lifi.no
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Program Oftebro Reunion 2018 

 
 
Thursday August 9th 
 
5 pm Registration. Donation to the auction. Informal get together, mingling and 

catching up 
 
7 pm  Dinner at the Hotel 
 
 
Friday August 10th 
 
9 am - noon Official opening of the reunion, by Inge Oftebro 

Overview of the Oftebro Family 
Norwegian emigration history, why did they leave? 
Missionary doctor, Christian Oftebro, - finally restored to honour and dignity 
 

Noon-1 pm Lunch at the hotel 
 
1 pm Activities on your own, for example Kristiansand Zoo and Amusement Park, trip 

to Kristiansand, visit to Sørlandssenteret (big shopping mall next to the hotel), 
boat trip in the archipelago at Blindleia between Lillesand and Kristiansand. 

 
7 pm Dinner at the hotel  
 
 
Saturday August 11th 
  
9 am – 4 pm Excursion to Lyngdal, see separate program. 
 
7 pm  Celebration dinner at the hotel. Entertainment. 
 
 
Sunday August 12th 
 
9 am–noon  Family program 

Emigration history. The history of the child workers at Sørlandet 
(Barnevandringene) 

                          Family reunion photo 
Introduction of the next reunion committee 

 
 
 
Round trip after the reunion. Leaving at 12 noon. See separate program. 
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Program for the excursion to Lyngdal Saturday August 11th  
 
Some of you may want to drive your own vehicle. Registration for those of you who need 
transportation by bus. The “bus ticket” is paid separately, 200 NOK/person for a return ticket. 
 
  
9-11 am Bus or private car to Lyngdal  
 
11-12 am We meet up in Lyngdal church for a guided tour of the church. 

Varied entertainment: Musical performances by family members. The Oftebro 
choir will sing for us and there will be singalong from the Oftebro songbook. 

 
12-1.30 pm    Lecture in the church centre: The Oftebro family’s relationship to the church.  

Why and how mission work inspired the family. 
 Luncheon meal in the church centre with their traditional Saturday’s rice 

porridge and coffee afterwards (NOK 80 per person). Those who don’t want 
porridge, may bring self-packed lunch from the hotel (NOK 85 per person). 

 
1.30-2 pm   Walking tour to “Bygdetunet”. Viewing of the Oftebro-plaque, the bridge, 

“Klokkergården” and the Oftebro House, which you can see from here.  
 
2 pm  Transport back to the hotel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Round trip after the Oftebro Reunion. South-West Norway, August 12-15 2018. 
 
After the reunion in 2004 there was the opportunity to attend an organised round trip in 
Western Norway. At later meetings in South Africa, USA and Canada, participating in similar 
trips were also an option for those interested. Many of us have had wonderful experiences 
and created fantastic memories on these trips with our relatives and family. 
After the meeting in Kristiansand we are organising a similar round trip travelling by bus in 
South-West Norway, please see the attached program. Here we will travel through varied 
scenery, for example a boat trip on Lysefjorden to view the spectacular Preacher’s 
Pulpit/Pulpit Rock. We will get to hear informative talks about local history and culture along 
the way. And finally; we will get to know other Oftebro family members even better, 
particularly those from other parts of the world. 
 
Fee, all inclusive: 5.980 NOK, see attached program. 
 
To register for this trip, please contact Boreal Travel AS/Sør Vest Reiser. Please see separate 
registration form that you will receive by email. 
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Oftebro songbook 
 
Inspired by the book project “Oftebro family recipes” from the Canada reunion in 2014, we 
want to make an Oftebro songbook this time! 
We know that many Oftebros have special songs as a part of their family history, and we would 
be very happy to find and publish these songs. The songs may be: 

• Written/composed by members of the Oftebro family 

• Attached to special family memories 

• Songs traditionally used in your family gatherings. 
We would like you to send us your songs together with some words explaining why you and 
your family consider them typical «Oftebro songs». And if possible, we would appreciate to 
also receive the music notes for these songs.  
We’re very much looking forward to publish an Oftebro songbook, containing various songs 
from all over the world, from different times and in different genres.  
 
 
 

Join the Oftebro-choir! 
 
For the family reunion in Lyngdal we established an Oftebro choir with family members from 
different parts of Norway. The choir had several performances during the reunion – with songs 
arranged for 3 or 4 mixed voices. We have continued the tradition in all the other reunions, 
the choir now consisting of members from different countries, and songs both unison and for 
mixed voices, depending on the possibilities for rehearsing. 
We are happy to again invite you to join the Oftebro choir for this reunion, and hope that as 
many as possible will join in. We will be singing the «classic Oftebro songs» from the last 
reunions, but also some new songs, maybe from the Oftebro songbook? Notes will be sent by 
email in advance, so you can rehearse at home, alone or together with other family members. 
You will also receive a list with names of other choir members.  
Do you find this interesting? Sign up! 
This is a unique possibility to get to know and bond with other singing family members from 
different parts of the world, and to make the most of the reunion. 
Please let Hilde Oftebro know if you’re interested: oftebro@gmail.com  

 
 
 

 
 

mailto:oftebro@gmail.com
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Registration and prices 
 
Please see attached Registration Form that you use for registration for the Oftebro reunion. 
You can also book the different activities and order Oftebro memorabilia like hats, T-shirts etc. 
You will receive a separate mail about this later.  
The fee for the meeting covers your registration within the RSVP date, January 10, 2018. If you 
register after this date, but before March 31, 2018, this will add 10% to the original fee. For 
registration after April 1, 2018, this will add on 20% to the original fee. 
To be able to participate at the reunion and the activities at the conference suite, you must 
book either a day or overnight stay at the hotel. 
 
Fee for the Oftebro reunion: 
Adults    500 NOK 
Children 6-14 years  200 NOK 
Children under 6 years Free 
 
Booking at the hotel can be done at Boreal Travel AS/ Sør Vest Reiser. Please see registration 
form that you will receive in a separate mail. 
 
 
Scandic Hotell Sørlandet, Dyreparken 
 
We have negotiated very friendly prices to stay at the hotel in lovely rooms; single rooms, 
double rooms and family rooms. The prices include all meals except lunch on Saturday on the 
excursion to Lyngdal. The hotel is renowned for its excellent kitchen and both the lunch and 
dinner buffet holds a large selection of different foods. 
 
The price includes access to the conference suite with the Oftebro reunion program, access 
to the exhibition area with family photos and different Oftebro related material and free 
coffee throughout the day. The hotel has a separate department for activities and games for 
children and families, for example: outdoor activities and a pool with a separate pool for 
children. So, the adults can participate at the meetings and lectures knowing the children are 
enjoying themselves. 
 
There will be a shuttle bus from the hotel to the city centre of Kristiansand several times a 
day, 10 min drive. Link to the hotel:  
https://www.scandichotels.com/hotels/norway/kristiansand/scandic-
sorlandet?_ga=2.112086916.1082949912.1510576014-1723029299.1510576014 
 

 

https://www.scandichotels.com/hotels/norway/kristiansand/scandic-sorlandet?_ga=2.112086916.1082949912.1510576014-1723029299.1510576014
https://www.scandichotels.com/hotels/norway/kristiansand/scandic-sorlandet?_ga=2.112086916.1082949912.1510576014-1723029299.1510576014
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Hotel prices, conditions 
 
All-inclusive/Full board per night: 
Per person single room   1.290 NOK 
Per person double room   1.090 NOK 
Per child (4-12 years old)       590 NOK 
Per child (0-3 years old in separate bed)     300 NOK 
Per child (0-3 years old in parents’ bed)          0 NOK 
 
Half board, lunch Saturday NOT included (trip to Lyngdal): 
Per person single room   1.190 NOK 
Per person double room       990 NOK 
Per child (4-12 years old)       540 NOK 
Per child (0-3 years old in separate bed)     300 NOK 
Per child (0-3 years old in parents’ bed)         0 NOK 
 
 
Other prices/fees: 
Day package: Includes lunch, coffee and all meeting related activities during the day. 
Non-resident at the hotel, adult, Friday and Sunday  495 NOK per day 
Non-resident at the hotel, child 4-12 years, Friday and Sunday 245 NOK per day 
Dinner buffet, Non-resident at the hotel:  Adult   425 NOK 
      Child   215 NOK 
Self-packed lunch Saturday per person      85 NOK 
 
Room with breakfast, day before/after the meeting, single room per night    950 NOK 
Room with breakfast, day before/after the meeting, double room per night 1.050 NOK 
Extra bed, per bed, per night            300 NOK 
 
 
 
Travel to Kristiansand and Scandic Hotel Sørlandet 
 
Scandic Hotel Sørlandet is very central with regards to infrastructure, whether you would like 
to travel by air, train or bus. The hotel is located right next to the E18, main high way from 
Oslo to Kristiansand, right next to the Kristiansand Zoo and Amusement Park, and is therefore 
easily accessible by car. There is free parking right outside the hotel. If you would like to travel 
by train, you can take the train to Kristiansand and from there the local bus to the hotel (20 
min drive). There are also express buses from Oslo and Stavanger to Kristiansand that run 
several times a day, and from Kristiansand there are local buses. Kjevik Airport, Kristiansand, 
has daily connecting flights to all Norwegian airports, some direct and some via Oslo Airport 
Gardermoen, OSL. Kjevik has international connections, especially to Schiphol Amsterdam, 
who again has connecting flights to most European countries, USA, Canada, South Africa, 
Australia and New Zealand. From Kjevik Airport there is a bus shuttle that takes 15 min and 
stops 5 min from the hotel.  
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Other local activities: 
 
The reunion hotel is an excellent starting point for other activities outside of the meeting. 
 
Kristiansand Zoo and Amusement Park. 10-15 min walk from the hotel. 
This park is Norway’s most visited tourist attraction with a large zoo, and the park also offers 
other experiences and activities for children and adults. There is also a large waterpark 
especially adapted for children and families. We are currently negotiating family friendly 
prices for access to the park.  
https://www.dyreparken.no 
 

   
 
 
Sørlandssenteret shopping mall. 10 min walk from the hotel. http://sorlandssenteret.no   
The largest shopping mall in Norway, contains all kinds of shops, several cafes and restaurants 
and different activities. There is for example a large go-cart track in the basement. 
 http://www.villkatt.no  
 
 
Boat trip in “Blindleia”. From Lillesand to Kristiansand. Probably the most beautiful part of 
the Southern archipelago with neat, picturesque houses, islands and islets, beaches and 
stunning scenery.   
https://www.visitnorway.com/places-to-go/southern-norway/kristiansand/listings-
kristiansand/boat-sightseeing-with-m-b-%c3%98ya-lillesand-kristiansand-lillesand/86264/ 
 
 

 

https://www.dyreparken.no/
http://sorlandssenteret.no/
http://www.villkatt.no/
https://www.visitnorway.com/places-to-go/southern-norway/kristiansand/listings-kristiansand/boat-sightseeing-with-m-b-%c3%98ya-lillesand-kristiansand-lillesand/86264/
https://www.visitnorway.com/places-to-go/southern-norway/kristiansand/listings-kristiansand/boat-sightseeing-with-m-b-%c3%98ya-lillesand-kristiansand-lillesand/86264/
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Climbing Park, “Høyt og Lavt” (High and Low). Gamle Mandals vei, Kristiansand. 
http://www.hoytlavt.no/kristiansand  
 
Only 3 km from the city centre of Kristiansand you find a special park for extraordinary 
experiences. The climbing park is situated in beautiful scenic surroundings in the middle of 
Grotjønn public recreation area where you will be able to knock yourself out and explore the 
top of the trees, sail away in a zip line and enjoy a day in the great outdoors.  
 

 
 
 
 
The museum railway. Trip in Setesdalen, Telemark. 
http://www.vestagdermuseet.no/setesdalsbanen 
 
The Setesdalen railway is a narrow track museum railway, 1.067 meters long. It runs on the 8 
km long, wild scenic stretch between Grovane and Røyknes station in Vennesla in Vest-Agder 
county. The railway was opened in 1896 between Kristiansand and Byglandsfjord. Only two 
years after it was taken out of ordinary use and shut down in 1962, it was reopened as 
Norway’s first museum railway. Since then the public have been able to enjoy a living museum 
with more than a hundred years old steam engine locomotives, stylish wooden carriages, 
picturesque station buildings and the smell of coal engines.  
 

 
 
 
Kristiansand Tourist Office will be able to supply more information about activities and things 
to do and see in and around Kristiansand.  
https://www.visitnorway.com/places-to-go/southern-norway/kristiansand/?lang=usa 
 

http://www.hoytlavt.no/kristiansand
http://www.vestagdermuseet.no/setesdalsbanen
https://www.visitnorway.com/places-to-go/southern-norway/kristiansand/?lang=usa
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Oftebro actors playing Peer Gynt, by Henrik Ibsen   

  

When our reunion event is going on, and on the days before, the world-famous Norwegian 

play ”Peer Gynt” by Henrik Ibsen is being played, in a modern version, in an open air 

theatre at Gålå, Gudbrandsdalen (central Norway).  Our famous film- and stage actors 3-

8-3-1 Nils Ole Oftebro and 3-8-3-1-3 Jakob Oftebro shear playing the lead, namely Peer 

Gynt himself. 

The easiest access to Gålå will be to arrive by plane to Oslo Airport some days before our 

family reunion, and continue to Gålå by rented car. 

  

https://peergynt.no/ 

https://www.visitnorway.com/things-to-do/whats-on/festivals/peer-gynt/ 

  

 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
If any of our foreign guests should want to see and experience other things or places, the 
Oftebro committee will try our best to bring you information about this before or during the 
meeting. Just ask us, - we will be there all the time. 
 
You may pass your questions to the reunion committee through an e-mail to: 
torstein.oftebro@lier.online.no 
gr-westl@online.no 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://peergynt.no/
https://www.visitnorway.com/things-to-do/whats-on/festivals/peer-gynt/
mailto:torstein.oftebro@lier.online.no
mailto:gr-westl@online.no
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Registration Form 
 
 
Name:  

Address:  

Telephone:  

E-mail Address:  

 
 
Preferred Names for Name Tags: 
(Please list preferred names for each person you wish to register for the reunion) 
 

Individual Names 
(First Name, Last Name) 

Adult Child 
(6-14 years) 

Child 
(0-5 years) 

    

    

    

    

    

    

    

Total number of people:    

 
Please complete the following to determine total registration fees: 
 

Category Number Fee/person in 
Norwegian kroner (NOK) 

Total 

Adults  500 NOK  

Children 6-14  200 NOK  

Children under 6  FREE  

Total    

 
 
Please mail the Registration Form to: 
 Grethe Oftebro 

Nøsteveien 91 
3402 Lier 
Norway 

E-mail:  gr-westl@online.no 
 
Please pay your fees to Torstein Oftebro, 
DNB Bank ASA, Postboks 1600 Sentrum, 0021 Oslo, Norway  
Bank Account Number:  0539 20 98250 
IBAN: NO79 0539 2098 250 
BIC (SWIFT-address):  DNBANOKKXXX 

mailto:gr-westl@online.no

