OFTEBRO FAMILY REUNION OFFICIAL INVITATION
“OFTEBROS: PAST & PRESENT”
Canmore, Alberta, CANADA
July 17 – 20, 2014

The Three Sisters, Canmore, AB

Following the very successful reunions in Norway in 2004, South Africa in 2007 and the USA in
2010, the Canadian Oftebro Family Reunion Committee extends a warm invitation to all
Oftebros around the world to visit Canada! We hope that you will join us in celebrating our
amazing heritage and building relationships and family bonds among our family members.
We welcome you to the beautiful location of Canmore, Alberta, in the Canadian Rocky
Mountains. The town of Canmore is a growing vacation destination in western Canada, just
outside Banff National Park. You will love this scenic mountain town, with its rugged mountain
peaks, abundant wildlife, and eclectic shops.
For over 125 years, Banff National Park has provided visitors with a combination of unspoiled
wilderness, modern amenities and opportunities for active exploration. With its breathtaking
landscape, it’s no surprise that this UNESCO World Heritage Site has been nominated time and
again as a “must-see” destination for travelers around the world.
This reunion will focus on our family stories from both past and present. We look forward to
learning more about what Oftebros around the world are doing today! Our “Save the Date”
announcement earlier this year resulted in over 120 Oftebros replying with intentions of
attending next year’s reunion. We hope you and your family will plan to join us!
Please register for the reunion as soon as possible, and not later than January 31, 2014!
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Radisson Hotel and Conference Centre in Canmore, Alberta
The Radisson Hotel and Conference Centre in Canmore will be our central location for the
reunion. Situated in the Canadian Rocky Mountains, the Radisson Hotel in Canmore is within
walking distance of Canmore’s Main Street, only 15 minutes from the town of Banff, 1 hour
from Calgary and in close proximity to many of the best attractions and activities the area has
to offer. Here, you'll also enjoy amenities such as free high-speed internet, free parking, an
indoor pool and whirlpool, conference facilities, fitness center and business center.

TRANSPORTATION to the Radisson Hotel in Canmore
Many of you will be flying into Calgary International Airport (YYC). Canmore is located
approximately 100km, or 1 hour 30 minutes minutes by car, from the Calgary airport.
Rent a Car or Van
To fully enjoy the area, it is recommended that you have a vehicle. You can rent a vehicle from
the Calgary airport, for your family or with others who will be arriving around the same time,
and then drive to Canmore.
Shuttle Bus from Calgary Airport to Canmore
Shuttle services are available to and from Calgary International Airport. In this case, you will rely
on group transportation for coordinated activities, or you may arrange a ride in someone else’s
vehicle for outings.



Banff Airport Shuttle: www.banffairportshuttle.com/CanmoreShuttleService.htm
Airport Shuttle Express: www.airportshuttleexpress.com/canmore.htm#banff
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Program Schedule
Thursday, July 17, 2014
4:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Open Registration in Hotel Lobby
- An Opportunity for Informal Mingling

Friday, July 18, 2014
9:00 a.m. – Noon

Reunion Meeting
- Open Ceremony, Introductions &
Family Stories: Past & Present

1:00 p.m .– 5:00 p.m.

Local Outings

5:30 – 10:00 p.m.

Social Evening with Food Available

Saturday, July 19, 2014
9:00 a.m. – Noon

Reunion Meeting
- Family Stories: Past & Present

Noon – 5:00 p.m.

Local Outings

6:00 p.m. – Midnight

Reunion Banquet, Talent Show, Dancing
(cost is included in reunion fee)

Sunday, July 20, 2014
9:00 a.m. – Noon

Reunion Meeting
- Spotlight on Ommund Oftebro (ID 10) and his
Mission Work
- Music, Presentations, Closing Remarks
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Reunion Registration and Costs
Please complete the registration form on pages 11 and 12. Registration forms and fees are
due Friday, January 31, 2014. Registrations received after January 31, 2014, but before March
31, 2014, will be subject to a 10% price increase. Registrations received after March 31, 2014,
will be subject to a 20% price increase.
Reunion fees are as follows:
(in Canadian Dollars)
Adults
Children 7 -12
Children 2-6
Children under 2

$110 CAD
$60 CAD
$20 CAD
FREE

National Park Pass
Banff National Park and most other Canadian National Parks require a park pass. Since the town
of Canmore is outside of Banff National Park, no pass is required for days that you will be
staying in Canmore. However, a park pass must be purchased at the entrance to Banff National
Park if you plan to enter and stop within the park. A park pass will be required for most optional
activities listed on the following page, as they are in Banff National Park.
Current 2013 prices are as follows:
(in Canadian Dollars, subject to change)
Daily
Adult
Senior
Youth
Family/Group
Commercial Group, per person
Annual Pass
Adult
Senior
Youth
Family/Group

$ 9.80
$ 8.30
$ 4.90
$ 19.60
$ 8.30
$ 67.70
$ 57.90
$ 33.30
$ 136.40
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Hotel Reservations
We have negotiated a promotional rate for rooms at the Radisson Hotel and Conference Center
in Canmore. The discounted rate that our group has been offered is $142/night/standard room
+ taxes, totalling approximately $160 CAD/night. This rate includes hot buffet-style breakfast.
The same promotional room rates will apply to up to 2 additional days before or after the
reunion. Other types of rooms and adjoining rooms may be available and prices may vary
accordingly.
Making Your Hotel Room Reservation:
1) To access our block of rooms and group-rate pricing, please make your hotel
reservations at the web site below by January 31, 2014. Later reservations may result in
increased pricing.
2) Use Promotional Code OFTEBR (it should automatically be entered for you if you use the
link below).
3) Make sure to enter your check-in and check-out dates correctly.
Remember to use year 2014.
Website for Oftebro Room Bookings at Radisson Hotel in Canmore:
www.radisson.com/reservation/itineraryEntrance.do?pacLink=Y&promoCode=OFTEBR&hotelC
ode=ABCANMOR
Or contact the Radisson Hotel in Canmore by phone:
toll-free at 1-800-263-3625
or (+1) 403-678-3625.

Travel Documents
A valid passport is required to enter Canada. Visitors from some countries also require a visitor
visa to enter Canada. To check whether you will need a visitor visa, please visit the following
website: www.cic.gc.ca/english/visit/visas.asp

Souvenirs
2014 reunion t-shirts and Oftebro Family Books will be available for purchase. Details will be
provided at a later date.

Weather
The rule of thumb when planning a trip to the Rocky Mountains is to prepare for anything! The
weather can change very suddenly at any time of year. The weather in the Canadian Rockies is
variable due to the high elevation and rugged topography. Even in the summer, it is best to
pack a sweater and jacket that would be appropriate for fall weather.
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Outings and Activities
As part of our reunion itinerary, we plan to offer optional
scheduled outings with transportation to some or all of
the following. As we get closer to the reunion, we will try
to identify the most popular option for each day, to allow
for opportunities to meet as many relatives as possible.

Canmore:
Take a stroll through the vibrant center of Canmore and discover
its unique and eclectic collection of galleries and shops. Check out
places such as Murrieta’s Bar and Grill, Good Earth Coffee House
and Bakery, or satisfy your sweet tooth with a visit to the Olde
Tyme Candy Shoppe. Unique shops are everywhere on Main
Street.
The new Civic Centre is home to a Museum and a Geoscience
Centre. Rent a bicycle, go for a round of golf, hike or enjoy a walk
along the pathways near the river, spend time in a nearby park,
visit an art gallery, or relax in one of the spas in town.

Banff:
Banff is a town that makes you feel at home and exhilarated
with wonder all at the same time. Take a stroll down Banff
Avenue and be amazed by all the restaurants, gift shops and art
galleries. Sit a while, enjoy a cup of coffee or tea, and watch the
people walk by on this pedestrian-friendly street. Continue your
walk and follow the Bow River, head up the hill toward the
spectacular Banff Springs Hotel, a magnificent place from which
to view the entire Banff area.

Possible activities within the town of Banff include the following:
Banff Gondola Ride:
This adventure begins with an eight minute journey to the summit
of Sulphur Mountain in a modern, fully enclosed four passenger
gondola cabin. The views become increasingly spectacular as you
climb 698m (2,292 ft) to an elevation of 2,281m (7,486 ft) at the
Summit Upper Terminal – the departure point for a mountaintop
of activities.
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Hiking with Local Resident Joe Owchar:
Get out and explore the great outdoors and view the breathtaking scenery around Banff, up
close and personal. Joe Owchar is an experienced hiker who promises to show you a wonderful
time. Use your senses to take in the natural beauty of the park while you get to know your
fellow hikers and get some physical exercise at the same time.

The Fairmont Banff Springs Hotel:
This absolutely stunning hotel has deservedly earned its reputation as
the “Castle in the Rockies”. It is located within walking distance from
the town of Banff. Walk through this majestic building, visit its
unique shops, and perhaps enjoy Afternoon Tea in the Rundle Lounge
as you take in the incredible views.

Horseback Riding:
Experience the Canadian Rockies in a quiet and very
personal way while horseback riding on some of
Banff’s mountain trails.
Other popular activities in the town of Banff include: Banff Upper Hot
Springs, Cave and Basin national historic site with original hot springs,
Canada Place Museum & Gardens and hiking around the Hoodoos.

Lake Louise:
Lake Louise, Canada’s “Diamond in the Wilderness”, has become
symbolic of the quintessentially Canadian mountain scene. The alpine
lake, known for its sparkling blue waters, is situated at the base of
impressive glacier-clad peaks. Walk, hike, rent a paddle boat, have tea
or lunch at the Fairmont Chateau Lake Louise and be sure to bring your
camera.

Johnston Canyon Hike:
Rushing water carves a path through the limestone canyon, and potholes form over the years
from plunging waterfalls. This is one of the most popular hikes in Banff National Park, with a
beginner/intermediate level of difficulty that is suitable for families with children. The area is
shaded and moist, so bring an extra layer of clothing.
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Extended Travel Ideas for Before or After Reunion
We are excited about the possibility of offering the option of a pre- or post-reunion excursion
with local Oftebro hosts. This would provide an opportunity to spend more time with Oftebro
relatives while enjoying some additional highlights of Alberta. We will be sending further
excursion details and registration information at a later date.

Calgary, Alberta
Calgary is situated on the Bow River, in an area of foothills and
prairie, 80 Km east of the Canadian Rockies. Calgary’s
population is approximately 1.1 million people. Popular points
of interest in Calgary include the Calgary Zoo, Spark Science
Centre, Heritage Park, Calgary Tower, Chinook Center shopping
mall, and wave pools. www.visitcalgary.com

The Calgary Stampede
The Calgary Stampede is an annual rodeo, exhibition and
festival held every July in Calgary. The dates of the Stampede
for 2014 are July 4-13. This 10-day event is commonly called
“The Greatest Outdoor Show on Earth!” with the world’s
largest rodeo, a parade, midway with rides and daily indoor and
outdoor shows. Some of the highlights of each evening are the
chuckwagon races, grandstand show and fireworks. You may
want to consider the option of experiencing the Calgary
Stampede by arriving in Calgary at least one week before the
reunion. www.calgarystampede.com

White Water Rafting
Is anyone interested in an exciting White Water Rafting trip? The
Kicking Horse River, the Kananaskis and Horseshoe Rivers all have
exciting, thrilling water. From Class 2 (tame) to Class 4 (fast) rapids.
We can do from 1/2 day to full day’s tours. Not only would we get a
great ride but the scenery from the river is spectacular. For an idea of
what would be involved, visit www.chinookrafting.com.

Drumheller, Alberta
Drumheller is in the centre of the Badlands of Alberta. It is
approximately 1½ hours east of Calgary, through some very
scenic flat ranch land. The Royal Tyrrell Museum in Drumheller
is Canada’s only museum dedicated exclusively to the science
of paleontology. In addition to housing one of the world’s
largest displays of dinosaurs, the Museum offers a wide variety
of creative, fun, and educational activities that bring the
prehistoric past to life. www.tyrrellmuseum.com
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Additional Links for Travel in Alberta
Canmore:
Tourism Canmore: www.tourismcanmore.com
www.canmorealberta.com
www.experiencecanmore.ca

Map of Canada

www.gocanmore.com

Kananaskis Country & Canmore: www.kananaskis.com
Banff & Lake Louise:
www.banfflakelouise.com
www.banffnationalpark.com
www.canadianrockies.net
Jasper & Banff-Jasper Highway:
Tourism Jasper: www.jasper.travel
Columbia Icefield Glacier Tour: www.explorerockies.com/columbia-icefield
Calgary:
Tourism Calgary: www.visitcalgary.com
Edmonton:
Edmonton Tourism: http://www.edmonton.com/for-visitors.aspx
West Edmonton Mall, the largest shopping mall in North America: www.wem.ca
Parks Canada:
www.pc.gc.ca/eng/index.aspx

Additional Links for Travel in British Columbia
British Columbia Okanagan Valley:
www.hellobc.com/thompson-okanagan.aspx
Vancouver, British Columbia:
Tourism Vancouver: www.tourismvancouver.com
Vancouver Island, British Columbia:
www.vancouverisland.travel
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Registration Form – Part 1 of 2

Oftebro Family Reunion
Canmore, Alberta, Canada
July 17-20, 2014

Name:

_____________________________________________________

Address:

_____________________________________________________

Telephone:

_____________________________________________________

E-mail Address:

_____________________________________________________

Preferred Names for Name Tags:
(Please list preferred names for each person you wish to register for the reunion)
Individual Names
(First name, Last name)

Adult

Children
(7-12 years)

Children (6 years
and under)

Total number of people:
Please complete the following to determine total registration fees:
Category

Adults
Children 7 -12
Children 2-6
Children under 2
Total

Number

Fee/person in
Canadian Dollars
(CAD)
$110 CAD
$60 CAD
$20 CAD
FREE

Total

Please indicate which method you have used to pay your fees:

PayPal

Cheque or Money Order/Bank Draft

Date payment was sent: _____________________________________________________
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Registration Form – Part 2 of 2
Volunteer Request
If you would like to volunteer to help with the reunion, please indicate your willingness to assist
us in any of the following areas: Registration desk, reunion setup, coordinating an outing,
translation, banquet decorating, technology, or any other ideas you may have.
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Entertainment/Talent
There will be an opportunity for any reunion attendees to sing, play instruments, share poetry,
dance, or demonstrate some other talent to provide entertainment during our Talent Show.
Please describe your talent:
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________

Room Reservations
Please let us know if you have made a room reservation with the Radisson Hotel in Canmore, so
that we can confirm your room reservation and manage our block of rooms with the hotel.
Room Reservation Dates:
_________________________ to __________________________
Number of nights:
________
Type and Number of Room(s): 2 Queen Beds _____ or Other: ____________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
Adjoining Rooms:
yes________ No _________
Any other special room requests: __________________________________________________

Please send this 2-Page form to Ellen Seib by January 31, 2014.
By e-mail to: elleniseib@gmail.com
Or by fax to: (+1) 403-249-3053
Or by mail to: Ellen Seib
134 West Meadows Estates Road
Calgary, AB T3Z 1M5 Canada
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Payment Instructions
Payment of your Reunion Registration Fee can be made either by PayPal at www.paypal.com
or by mailing a cheque or money order/bank draft in Canadian Dollars.
Please complete the following steps to make your payment by PayPal:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.
7.
8.
9.

10.

Visit www.paypal.com.
Log into your PayPal account. If you do not have a PayPal account, follow the steps to
create an account. If you already have a PayPal account, log into it.
Select the ‘Send Money’ tab.
In the ‘To” space, enter the following e-mail address: oftebroreunioncanada@gmail.com.
In the ‘Amount’ section, enter the total amount you are sending, and choose ‘CAD Canadian Dollars’ from the list of currencies. If your PayPal account is in a different
currency, PayPal will do the conversion for you.
To answer the ‘What are you sending money for?’ question, select ‘I’m sending money to
family or friends’.
In the next section, select ‘Personal’.
Then select ‘Payment Owed’.
If you are asked whether you or the recipient will pay the PayPal fees, we ask that you
indicate that you will pay the fees, so that the reunion committee receives the full amount
of your payment.
Follow the remainder of the PayPal instruction to complete your transaction.

Your payment will then be automatically transferred from your account to the Canadian
Oftebro Reunion PayPal account and an e-mail message will be sent notifying us of the
payment. We will then notify you of the completed transaction by e-mail.
If you would prefer to send payment by cheque or money order/bank draft, please ensure
that it is in Canadian Dollars, and mail to:
Ellen Seib
134 West Meadows Estates Road
Calgary, AB T3Z 1M5 Canada

Contact Information
For further information, please feel free to contact:
Ellen Seib
elleniseib@gmail.com
(+1) 403-249-3053 (home)
(+1) 403-616-9317 (cell)

or

Leone Owchar
lowchar@sasktel.net
(+1) 306-781-2659 (home)
(+1) 306-537-4685 (cell)

Share the excitement and receive reunion updates by joining our Facebook Event!
www.facebook.com/events/622684124428249/?fref=ts
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