
3-7-3-3-1 Kevin Hojem has found and restored the grave of Berte Marie 

and Gustav Hojem in Durban 

Berte Marie Oftebro, this remarkable woman of our 

Oftebro family, in 1882 went on a private mission 

journey to Zululand, South Africa. She was going to 

help out her uncle Ommund and her aunt Guri in their 

household on the Eshowe mission station. It did not last 

long before she had extended her housekeeping duties 

and started a sewing course for Zulu girls and assistant 

work in the school for Zulu children. 

In 1891 Berte Marie married wagon maker Gustav 

Hojem who was 13 years younger than her, and who 

worked and lived at Eshowe. Together they got 3 

children. Gustav had emigrated from Norway as a 

young boy, and belonged to the Norwegian settlement 

at Marburg in Natal, the British colony boarding 

Zululand. 

Not long after their marriage they moved to Durban 

where Gustav continued his wagon making, now in 

companionship with his brother. Gustav and Berte 

Marie died from tuberculosis in 1898 and 1899 

respectively, and left 3 small children behind. 

While the other Oftebro pioneer missionaries and their 

close families are honored with resplendent memorials 

at the Norwegian cemetery at Eshowe, Berte Marie and 

Gustav’s grave had not been given much attention. 

From the annals of the Norwegian Missionary Society 

we learned that they had been buried in Durban. Our 

South African relatives confirmed that the cemetery in 

question was West Street Cemetery, but we were 

recommended not to search out this place on our own 

from security reasons.  

It was to be Berte Marie and Gustav’s great grandson 

Kevin Hojem who should help us out and bring the 

grave into new attention. The administration of the cemetery had records all the way back to 

Berte Marie’s and Gustav’s days, but the records were incomplete and in disorder, and caused 

much work for Kevin to sort out. Still it was possible from the records to identify exactly 

where the grave was located.  
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The site had in 1899 been bought in perpetuity by 

Gustav’s father, Johannes Hojem, to be used by 

members of the Hojem family. Still only Gustav and 

Berte Marie had been buried here. 

On this basis Kevin in 2010 started his restoration 

(reconstruction) of the Hojem grave. Gravestones and 

stone framing were ordered. In the process Kevin had 

the ashes of his parents, Rodney and Mary Hojem, 

scattered on the Hojem grave, and his late brother 

Garth and other members of the Hojem family also got 

their memorial stones on the grave.  

Kevin had in his possession a magnificent illustrated 

Bible, bound in leather and with hinges and lockers of 

silver. This was apparently a gift from Berte Marie and 

Gustav to their son Johan Christian when he was only 4 years old, and when they both 

realized they were soon going to die. Inside the Bible Kevin found a song handwritten in 

Norwegian. By the help of his Norwegian cousins this song was identified as a well known 

song once used in Norwegian Sunday school. We translated the 6 verses for Kevin, and 

considering the circumstances one can understand that the song made great impression. 

When Kevin was to complete his grave restoration project, he decided to have one of the 

verses engraved on the grave stone of Berte Marie and Gustav: 

NO SORROW AND NO DISTRESS, 

NO DISEASE AND NO DEATH, 

NO PAIN AND NO LOSS, 

IN HIS ARMS! 

Kevin has decided that when his time once comes, he wants to be buried there together with 

his great grandparents. 

We owe cousin Kevin Hojem much gratitude for having undertaken the great work of 

identifying the grave of Berte Marie and Gustav Hojem and for bearing the costs of having it 

restored. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Berte Marie og Gustav with their 

children.  



 

 

 

The restored grave of the Hojem family at West Street Cemetery in Durban. Photo: Kevin Hojem 

Photo: Kevin Hojem  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


