
 
 
The special history of 1-4-2-1 George Gotfred Oftebro. 
 
George was born in Arlington, Washington, to parents 
Gustav and Bolette Oftebro. In  1910, at 4 years of age, he 
went to Norway together with his parents. His grandmother 
in Stavanger was seriously ill and Bolette wanted to go 
home to care for her. Bolette was now pregnant with her 
second child.  
While staying in Stavanger, she gives birth to Bjarne this 
same year. Shortly afterwards, while in Stavanger, both 
Bolette and George contract scarlet fever. Bolette dies. Two 
weeks afterwards Bolette’s mother also dies. As well, the 
baby, Bjarne dies. George survives, but the infection leaves 
him with a severe hearing loss, which he lived with for the 
rest of his life. 
 
Gustav, now a widower, places George with his own elderly 
parents, Gabriel and Gurine, at Oftebro in Lyngdal, 
Norway. In Lyngdal, George attends primary school. 
Gustav returns eventually to USA, and when George is 9 
years old, he is taken to America and placed in an 
orphanage in Madison, Wisconsin. George often in his later 
life referred to those years in the orphanage as being difficult years for him, having lost his 
mother, missing his father, and having to learn a new language in a new country. 
 
In 1917 Gustav remarries, and George’s years in the orphanage come 
to an end. In 1920-21 Gustav and his new wife Alette, start farming 
near Preeceville, Saskatchewan, Canada. George, now 15 years old, 
helps his father breaking land, and in the following years he works 
with his father on the farm. George had been taken out of school 
after finishing grade 6, to help his father on the farm even at the time 
when Gustav had rented farmland in Spring Grove, Minnesota.  

 
George  had  a 
passion in cars. 
He became an 
excellent 
mechanic, and 
he  ran  his car 
Dealership, 
Oftebro’s 
Garage, in 
Preeceville with 
great   success,  in  spite   of his   hearing 
handicap.  He even experienced the good 
fortune  of  winning  two  new cars in his 
lifetime. 

 George   Oftebro   in    America,  
 together with his  father Gustav 
 Gerhard and his mother Bolette. 

George Oftebro as 
confirmand, March 1921. 

George and Gladys Oftebro with 3 children, Ellen, 
Bernice and Maurice  



George’s second passion was his love for outdoor life, particularly hunting and fishing. 
Together with his wife Gladys, and later on as a widower for many years, this family man 
found great pleasure in gathering together with his children, Bernice, Maurice (Moe), Ellen, 
Lyle, Leone and Marlene at Nelson Lake for fishing, and for celebrating his birthday the 16th 
of July. These gatherings are still fondly remembered and cherished.  
 
George died from a heart attack in1992, 86 years old. 
 

 
Oftebro’s Garage in Preeceville, Saskatchewan, Canada. 
 
 
P.S. 
In his elderly days George established contact with his relative, grocer 3-6-5 Kristian Oftebro, 
Mandal, Norway. These two gentlemen found great pleasure in making contact through 
correspondence over the ocean. It says, however, a great deal about how much family 
information that was about to get lost, that neither of the two was able to figure out how they 
exactly were related. Today the situation fortunately is that anyone of us in a matter of 
minutes can check with our family book how we exactly are related to anyone else in the 
family. This fact is truly a great benefit from an extensive work over the years in recording all 
the Oftebro family. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
George Oftebro, a great fisherman. 

 


