
 (3-7-2-1) Frank Edward Streek’s war service. 

Private and corporal (3-7-2-1) Frank Edward Streek 

did 6 years of voluntary war service during WWII. For 

4 years he fought with the Royal Natal Carbineers, 

and thereafter he joined the South African Air Force 

(SAAF). 

Frank Streek’s daughter, 3-7-2-1-2 Jocelyn Angove , 

tells: 

”Frank Streek joined the (Royal) Natal Carbineers, 

which is the oldest regiment (infantry) in South Africa, 

it started in 1854.  He was placed first on the mortar 

course.  

On 17th July 1940 Frank, and the (Royal) Natal 

Carbineers sailed for Kenya, East Africa.  Their 

destination was the Italian Colonial Empire in East 

Africa.  For the next 10 months the Regiment 

participated in the South African advance through 

Italian Somaliland and Ethiopia.    

The first real test, Frank wrote, “took place on the 

16th of December, 1940, Dingaan’s Day, the day the 

Boers defeated the Zulu Chief Dingaan in 1838, when we were bloodiest at the battle of El Wak, the 

significance of which soon faded in the light of other battles. At the time it was frightening to hear 

the Italian whizzbangs and bullets.  The South Africans did well and captured men and guns”. 

Italian resistance was broken at Amba Alagi and the Italians surrendered on 17 May 1941.  Frank 

wrote: “We had the famous Italian soldiers on the run and before long the white flags were up”. 

The (Royal) Natal Carbineers were then dispatched to The Western Desert, North Africa to confront 

the joint Italian-German forces.   

The Carbineers earned numerous individual battle honours between June 1941 and January 1943.   

Frank wrote in his memoirs: “There is not much point in describing the fighting in the desert.  Life 

was a mixture of fear, hunger and discomfort from heat, the cold and the flies, which we grew sick 

of. We dug endless slit trenches and one of the few positive results of WW2 is I can handle a spade 

with both left and right hands.  In our fear we often dug through rock.” 

Whilst back in the Union (of South Africa) on leave, after the decisive Battle of El Alamein (October-

November 1942), Frank joined the South African Air Force as an observer because he was too old to 

be a pilot.  Life was quite different for him compared to the Infantry, where close attachment to 

one’s section, platoon, company, regiment and even brigade and division, were paramount.  

Discipline was slacker and there was much more freedom of action.   

Also, whilst on leave, Frank married 3-7-2-1 Deena Tweedale Clayton (Thora Katherine Hojem her 

mother) on the 4th of October, 1944. 

 

  Frank in his uniform    



Frank wrote “we ended up a desert aerodrome 30 miles west 

of Alexandria.  We were under training to go to India but they 

would not have us because of the treatment of Indians in 

South Africa.  Then it was Aden.  Then Ceylon.  In the 

meantime the war had ended in Europe and air traffic to the 

Far East increased so we were converted to an air sea rescue 

squadron.  We were destined for the Far East but the atom 

bomb was dropped and that was the end of the war for us”.  

Frank never talked much about his war experiences, but he 

was very diligent to always visit War Memorial Sites wherever 

he travelled throughout the world.  In his final year of his life 

he started to reflect openly and in hospital he had nightmares.  

He thought the water was poisoned and that he was back in 

the trenches.  Frank voraciously read war books and also 

watched war movies regularly.         

Frank was in the Carbineers for 4 years and the South African 

Air Force for 2 years.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Frank Streek receiving his final medal 

– “The Queen Elizabeth II Diamond 

Jubilee Medal”  -  for outstanding 

community service in Canada. Frank is 

holding this medal in his hand while 

his total collection of war service 

medals decorate his chest. Frank and 

Deena lived for many years in Canada.  

 

Frank and Deena Streek  on their 

wedding day, October 4
th

, 1944.   

Frank Streek’s 7 medals. 


