
 
 
 

 
 
 
  



                                                                        

Oftebro Family Reunion in Norway 

August 9 – 12 2018 

 

 



The first Oftebro Family Reunion took place in Lyngdal in 2004. Many Oftebro family members 
were gathered there to meet relatives from both their own and other countries. We had nice 
experiences together and made contacts and relations between family branches. Later there 
has been family reunions in South Africa in 2007, USA in 2010 and Canada in 2014. They were 
all unforgettable experiences! 
 
By the end of the reunion in Canada in 2014, Torstein Oftebro received the relay baton which 
should bring the next family reunion back home to Norway. The Norwegian Oftebro 
Committee started the planning for the next reunion. First of all, the most important issue was 
to determine location and time. 
 
Initially we wanted to arrange this reunion in Lyngdal, which is the origin of the Oftebro family. 
During the previous reunions we really felt the benefit and pleasure of being gathered in a 
conference hotel, where all family and social related activities were taking place under the 
same roof. Lyngdal would not be able to handle all this. We therefore decided to have the 
reunion in Kristiansand, at the Scandic Hotell Dyreparken. This turned out to be the right 
choice. This hotel gave us unique possibilities for performing our program as well as activities 
both for young and old, exhibitions and building family networks. 
 
The family reunion was planned to take place August 9-12 2018. At first glance we thought 
perhaps 4 days was a long time. But we soon found out that the time schedule would be very 
tight. We were planning lots of family stuff and a big social program. One of these four days 
was planned to do a whole day excursion to Lyngdal.  
 
We were also happy to present the new Oftebro Family Book, updated new edition. This is a 
magnificent book with articles about family related topics in addition to an outstanding 
overview over the entire Oftebro family. During the work with the new book, we gained access 
to information about family branches we previously had no contact with. 
 
We were also happy to present a new Oftebro Songbook, made with contributions by relatives 
from different countries. Both the Oftebro Family Book and the Oftebro Songbook can still be 
ordered, we refer to our website www.oftebro.com.   
 
At the time of the opening of the family reunion, we were all together 240 participants, among 
them 35 children. 55 of the participants came from USA, Canada, England, South Africa, 
Australia and New Zealand. Our youngest member was 6 weeks of age, and the oldest could 
celebrate her 95 years birthday during the first day of the reunion! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.oftebro.com/


                                 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thursday August 9th. 
 
Family members from 7 countries showed up during the first afternoon for registration and 
“get together party”. Family reunion artifacts with family information, family branches, 
Oftebro Family Book and Oftebro Songbook made a good basis for activities and mingling. 
Dining and being together during the first evening gave this reunion a good start!  
 
 

               
 
 
 
Friday August 10th. 
 
This day started with the ceremoniously opening of the family reunion by Inge Oftebro, leader 
of our Norwegian Oftebro Committee. This was followed by children marching in carrying flags 
from all the countries that were represented at the reunion. The Oftebro choir were singing, 
we had music and folk dance. 
 
 



                 
 
Friday before noon we had presentations about family related topics. Inge O. presented The 
Oftebro Family, - a great overview over all known descendants after Gunhild and Villum 
Oftebro. Thereafter we could all study this in detail on the 20 meters long paper chart that 
was displayed on the wall in the big conference room.  An exhibition containing a 
comprehensive footage of all the Oftebro family branches. 
 
Torstein Oftebro gave a lecture about the Rehabilitation of Medical missionary Christian 
Oftebro’s reputation. A thought-provoking and interesting story about a man who was honest 
and sincere in his missionary work, but who was not appreciated by the Norwegian Missionary 
Society.  
Inge Oftebro continued by presenting family members from branches we until now didn’t 
know. Exciting information about “new” relatives. For further information, please see the 
Oftebro Family Book.  
 
Torstein told us about the crofters at Oftebro and their contribution to the building of Lyngdal 
church. The Oftebro family also gave active support to the mission work. Especially the women 
had their mission societies and collected money for the work in the mission fields, especially 
in Zululand, South Africa. 
During the time these family related presentations took place, all the children could spend 
their time in the hotel’s playing department. This turned out to be very popular amongst our 
youngest generation. They were all having a great time, and really got to know each other. 
The hotel swimming pool was also very popular. 
 
 
 

          
 



Friday afternoon was the time for free activities. A large group went to Lillesand by bus to 
enter the boat “Øya”, which took us on a boat trip in “Blindleia”, probably one of the nicest 
and most spectacular parts of the Southern Norway coastline. This was a nice experience! A 
bit windy, but the sun was shining. Some of the families with children took the occasion to 
visit the “Dyreparken Zoo and Waterpark”.  
 

 
                   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Friday evening we had dinner together at the hotel. There were activities for the children, 
song and music. Both adults and children were having a good time. 
 
 
Saturday August 11th. 
 
This was the day for the excursion to Lyngdal. The mayor of Lyngdal, Jan Kristensen, wished 
us welcome in Lyngdal church. The further program was based around parts of the Oftebro 
family history, with the main focus on the emigration to America. Norwegian and foreign 
relatives contributed with recitals, songs and music. And in this way we learned about events 
and family bonds in the Oftebro family. The Oftebro choir was binding it all together in a very 
fine and engaging way.  
 
 

          
 
After the program in the church we all got together in Lyngdal Church Center, close to the 
church.  We were served traditional Norwegian rice porridge («lørdagsgrøt»). Probably a bit 



strange to many of our foreign guests, but most found that the coffee and coffee bread ring 
(«kringle») served afterwards was very tasty. 
 
From the Church Center we walked a few hundred meters to “Klokkergården”. We watched 
the Plaquette, honoring the first missionaries who went out from Lyngdal, heading for foreign 
countries. There were many Oftebros who followed their vocation and left Norway to serve 
the mission. The Plaquette was raised by Lyngdal municipality and the Oftebro Family Reunion 
in 2004.  
 

 
 
            
We walked to see the place where the very first original Oftebro farmhouse was located. We 
also watched the remnants of the bridge giving part of the name Oftebro (bridge=bro). Many 
photos were taken of the Oftebro bus-shelter.  
 
Back at the hotel in the afternoon it was time for shooting the Oftebro family picture. This was 
done in the grass hill just behind the hotel, by the pool. A big and well satisfied gang of 
Oftebros, see the photo on page 2. 
 
At the opening of the Saturday night dinner banquet John Oftebro gave a celebration speech, 
telling stories that were binding together family branches and countries in a magnificent way. 
The spirits around the dinner tables were high, people were having a great time. Members of 
the family gave cultural contributions, there was singing by the different choirs and soloists, 
we had music and dancing.  
 
 



During the Banquet a silent auction was going on, raising money for the congregation in the 
KwaMondi Church in Eshowe, as well as to the maintenance of the Norwegian cemetery in 
Eshowe. 
The total income in this auction was NOK 30727. The money was transferred to local people 
in charge of the work. The restauration of the church and cemetery is now in good progress. 
 
 
Sunday August 12th. 
 
Sunday morning we started by showing a movie made by Nils Ole Oftebro about the 
emigration to America. A touching story about the society and the social conditions that made 
many people leave their homes in Norway, hoping for a better life in America, both for 
themselves and especially for their children.  
This was followed by more presentations about the Oftebro family, and we had the pleasure 
of greeting “new” family members and branches, unknown for us until now.  
 
Towards the end of the reunion it was time to look back at the former family reunions. The 
leaders of the other countries’ reunion committees made short presentations, telling us about 
their work, and the great value of these reunions. They all hoped the tradition should 
continue, and that there would be a new reunion in four years.  
 
 

 
 
 
The 2018 Oftebro Family Reunion was coming to an end. Inge was chairman for this closure 
and started with handing over the responsibility for the next Oftebro family reunion in 2022. 
By this time a reunion committee had already been established, with representatives from 
New Zealand and Australia.   
 
The Norwegian Oftebro Family Committee wishes to thank the Oftebro participants for joining 
the 2018 reunion, contributing to make this a very successful and unforgettable event! 



  
We will encourage all of you to stay updated on the website www.oftebro.com, where you 
will find Information and plans for the next reunion, as soon as this is ready to be presented.  
Going to New Zealand and Australia is a great opportunity to visit a part of the world you 
perhaps wouldn’t see otherwise. Experiencing new countries, and meeting old friends and 
probably some new Oftebros.  
 
Hope to see you in New Zealand in 2022! 
 
 
 
 

 
    
 
 
 

http://www.oftebro.com/

