
War service history of private (3-7-2) Ernest Frederick Clayton 

This story is based on research and writing contribution by 3-7-2-1-2 Jocelyn Angove. 

Jocelyn is the granddaughter of Ernest Frederick Clayton.  

(3-7-2) Ernest Frederick Clayton, 

who married 3-7-2  Thora Hojem 

from the ”Oftebro”-family, 

volunteered on the 27.10.1914 for 

military service with the South 

African Army in the British 

Common-wealth’s battles against 

the German- Austrian- Hungarian 

war machine during World War I.  

He was 22 years of age, was to 

become sugar cane farmer, and 

was the son of George Adams 

Clayton, “Glenhaven”, Glendale 

Estate, Kearsney, Natal, South 

Africa. 

Ernest started his service as a 

private in the 2
nd

 Infantry 

Regiment, 4
th

 Mounted Rifles, 

comprising of men from Natal and 

the Orange Free State.  He was 

demobilized after 238 days of 

active service in German South-

West Africa (Deutsch Sudwest-

afrika) and his character was 

recorded as Very Good. 

He was stood down from combat  

ready status.  

On 30.9.1916 Ernest embarked on the ship ”H.M.S Professor” from Durban, Natal, South 

Africa, to what is now called Tanzania, East Africa (formally Tanganyika). He disembarked 

at Port Kilindini, Tanganyika, and served with  the 8
th

 South African Horse Regiment of   

”The Second Brigade, South African Expeditionary Force”, which fought in German East 

Africa (Deutch Ostafrika). 

German East Africa comprised the Great African Lakes covering the region of Burundi, 

Rwanda and Tanganyika (now Tanzania). 

After some 4 months of active service in German East Africa Ernest was diagnosed with 

malaria in Morogoro, Tanzania, on 18.1.1917. 

Ernest Frederick Clayton, probably from his time 

with the Horse Regiment, SA Expeditionary Force. 

 



He returned to Durban on 16.2.1917 and on 24.4.1917 he was discharged from service, “being 

temporarily unfit for service”.  His military character was recorded as “good”. His second 

commission had lasted for 350 days.   

After his war service ended, Ernest Frederick Clayton returned to his sugar cane farm in 

Eshowe, Zululand (now called KwaZulu). For several years he and Thora took care of his 

father’s mother and her sisters. He died, only 49 years old from a heart attack.  His wife 

Thora, who also died at the age of 49, outlived him by 2 years 

Little is known of Ernest’s military service at the front, except from what we can deduce from 

our general knowledge of the political conditions, and from general war records of German 

South West/East Africa during WWI, and from what we can learn from his collection of war 

service medals. 

 

Click here for access to an explanatory text for the medals. 

The German South-West Territory, today the independent republic of Namibia, has had a long 

and turbulent history. Portuguese seamen raided the coast in 1486 and for centuries to come, 

various groups of settlers arrived, and among them Boers from the Cape Province. Even 

Private  Ernest Frederick Clayton’s war service medals: 

                       The 1914-15 Star,      The British War Medal, 1914-18,     The Allied Victory Medal 

 

 

http://www.oftebro.com/WarMedals_explanation.pdf


Norwegian whalers established a whaling station in Walvis Bay, which, in 1876, was put 

under the British Crown as protectorate, and administered from The Cape Colony 

Inspired by, and even encouraged by  the German Lutheran missionaries in the German South 

West Africa, and fearing that the British would come first, Germany had established parts of 

the territory as German Influence  Zone, later on as Protectorate, before it was accepted as a 

German Colony in Berlin 1884-85. It was one of the most ruthless regimes in the history of 

colonization. Herero and Nama tribes were especially affected, and were almost extinguished 

through indescribably cruel actions.  The Herero and Namaqua Genocide is considered to 

have been the first genocide of the 20
th

 Century.   

As a consequence of the political constellations during WWI, the South African Union joined 

Britain against the Germans. The South African Army defeated the Germans in South-West 

Africa on 9.7.1915. The campaign then went on against King Mandume, of the Oukvanyama 

Kingdom, in Ovamboland.  The King was defeated in 1917. 

From 1919 South Africa administered South-West Africa as a League of Nations mandate 

territory.  It was never officially made the 5
th

 state of South Africa, but was subjected to the 

same cruel and harsh rules as applied in South Africa, until South Africa gained 

independence.   

In 1990 the independent republic of Namibia was proclaimed.  

 

German East Africa colony, nearly three times the area of present day Germany, was 

organized when the German military was called upon to put down a revolt against the 

activities of a colonial company during the late 1880s.  The colony ended with Imperial 

Germany’s defeat in WW1.  The Germans, like other imperial powers, used the abolition of 

slavery and the slave trade to justify their imperial expansion in the African Great Lakes 

region.  Unlike other imperial powers, they never actually formally abolished it, preferring 

instead to stop the production of “new recruits” and regulate the existing slaving business, 

hence the revolt. 

 After the war the Colony was divided between Britain and Belgium. 
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