
The church builders in the Oftebro family 
 

Introduction 
 

It is a fact that many members of the great Oftebro family traditionally have shown, and 

show, a strong belonging to The Church. Our early forefathers in Lyngdal and the 

surrounding districts have been naturally influenced by their spiritual needs, by the 

expectations of the society and by the church discipline that, through generations, were 

prevalent in the Norwegian districts, and especially in the South-Western areas of the country. 

The church was an important and dominant element in people’s lives. For our own forefathers 

it seems though, that the phenomenon became more clear, more personal and more persistent 

through the very close contact between our family founders, the cottager family Gunhild and 

Villum Christian Henriksen Oftebro, and their masters, pastor Gabriel Kielland and his wife 

Gustava, residing at the rectory, Lyngdal Prestgegård. This long-lasting engagement with the 

church followed the family, also when many members left Lyngdal for other Norwegian 

districts and cities, and when many of them immigrated to distant continents. And as we 

know, this close connection with the pastor’s family mentioned, caused directly and indirectly 

three members of the Oftebro family to go to Zululand as missionaries in the period 1849 -

1882. This fact again would then stimulate the great interest for mission work that evolved in 

the family. 

 

It is probably natural that together with this engagement for the church there also arose an 

engagement for preparing physically for the church’s work.  As far as the missionaries were 

concerned, such preparing was even a necessity in their missionary endeavours. Today we can 

thus register that within the Oftebro family, through the years, there has been shown a great 

initiative and impressive participation in the work of establishing new God’s houses. The 

activity goes from building congregations and promoting interest for building new churches 

and collecting funds for the purpose to active participation in the construction work as 

builders, as church architect and as craftsmen. 

 

The family with basis at the cottage allotment at Oftebro, Lyngdal, Norway 

made its contributions when Lyngdal’s stone church building from the 

Middle Ages had to stand aside to a new cob work church building in 1848. 

 

From late Middle Ages until mid 1840–ies the Lyngdal inhabitants had been attached to their 

old stone church on the meadow south of Rom. In this church also our own forefathers had 

faithfully met for church services and 

for Holy Communion. And in this 

church the cottager’s children at 

Oftebro had been baptised and 

confirmed. By the time the church had 

become too small, and the church nave 

therefore had been prolonged with a 

wooden part. And a sacristy had been 

added to the chancel. 

Even so the church facilities were too 

small and miserable when pastor 

The Middle Age church in Lyngdal, as it probably looked like. 
 



Kielland took over his position in 1837. The bell tower was shaking when one rang the church 

bell, and in rainy weather the pastor was wading in water puddles on the floor of the sacristy. 

The prolonging of the church building had also made it so long and narrow that the pastor had 

problems in reaching out to his audience with the Good News. Kielland, who had already 

built new houses at the pastor’s farm, and who thereafter had established the first permanent 

school in Lyngdal, now, from mid 1840ies, put great efforts in having the county building a 

new church. Kielland was a member of the municipal council where his ideas also gained 

sympathy. A building committee was established, but it seems as the executive committee of 

the county in many ways took over its duties. The builder issued great many contracts dealing 

with delivery and floating of timber, board sawing, log notching, panelling, interior 

decoration etc. Great many people were recruited for duty work. Pastor Kielland designed the 

church himself. 

 

Building the church was a great practical and 

economical achievement for the Lyngdal 

society, and the economical burdens were for a 

great deal placed as extra taxes on real 

property. It is quite impressing that the 

Lyngdal society in those days managed to raise 

this magnificent building, two galleries high, 

and in its original state with seats for 1636 

persons. One had to turn to Eiken and 

Audnedal to get timber, because Lyngdal did 

not provide timber of sufficient size and 

quality. The work, however, was carried out by 

local workers and craftsmen. The main contract was given to Jon Olsen Tuene who had 

gained some experience in church building after taking part in building of the Kvås church. It 

turned out that the building committee did not manage to present enough dry construction 

material in time for the proceeding of the work. This delayed the construction work and added 

to its costs.  As the story goes Mr. Tuene lost 800 daler, which was all he owned, on the 

contract. 

 

With pastor Kielland centrally placed both in the building process and in the lives of cottager 

Oftebro’s family, it was probably to be expected that several members of the family were 

secured participation in the work when the new church was to be built. 

 

3 Tobias Oftebro (1803-1889), who at this time was a 

tenant farmer at Berge in Lyngdal, was given the task of 

tearing down the stone part of the old church and build the 

foundations of the new church from the stones of the old 

one. To tear down the old church would today be considered 

violating the national interest for culture preservation. But 

time had not come yet when the society saw the value of 

preserving buildings from the Middle Ages. Under no 

circumstances Tobias can be blamed for having torn down 

the church. The decision was made by the municipal 

council, and confirmed by the district church administration. 

Lyngdal church from 1848 

 

3 Tobias C. Oftebro 

 



 

The wooden part of the old church was sold for being removed. The chancel was temporarily 

preserved and closed off with panelling, to be used for certain clerical acts while one was 

waiting for the new church to be finished. For ordinary church services the congregation was 

left to the church services in Kvås and in Austad. 

 

For building the Church foundation Tobias was paid 4 “ort” and 12 “skilling” for each 

fathom. (1 spd=5 ort=120 skilling= 4 kroner) (1875 value).The work was considerable; 

obviously more than one single man could overcome. Who else he hired to help him the 

history does not tell. We are probably not much wrong if we assume that his brothers 1 

Henrik, and 9 Kristian Severin have given helping hands. The young brother, 10 Ommund, 

has been excused. He was studying in Stavanger to become missionary when the building of 

the church took place. 

 

(5) Ole Martin Hansen was a carpenter, and 

also a cottager at Steinbergåsen in Lyngdal. 

He was married to Tobias’ sister, 5 Maren 

Oftebro. Ole Martin got 3 contracts in the 

church-building project, for 75 spd. 

(spesiedaler), 150 spd., and 35 spd. 

respectively. First of all he was given the task 

of building the altarpiece and the pulpit. The 

builder wanted these items to be like those in 

one of the other churches in the deanery. So 

Ole Martin travelled to Vigeland and sketched 

the altarpiece and the pulpit in Valle church. 

On this basis he made the altarpiece and the pulpit for the new Lyngdal church. 

As carpenter Ole Martin also contributed to the rest of the construction work. F. inst. one of 

his contracts covered the panelling of the outside of the church. This job was obviously more 

than one man’s work. But the history does not mention who Ole Martin brought with him for 

the job. Naturally one would think he called upon his brothers in law at Oftebro, more so as it 

has always been said that 1 Henrik Oftebro took part in the building of the church. 

 

Carpenter Ole Martin Hansen is, by the way, also given credit for having produced the altar 

stool in Kvås church, and much of the furniture that was going to fill the new home of pastor 

Kielland and his wife Gustava. In the same period he also took part in building the new, first 

permanent school building in Lyngdal, today named “Klokkergården”. 

 

Source: Sigurd Eikeland: Lyngdal fra Istid til Nåtid and Lyngdal Menighetsråd: Lyngdal Kirke 150 år. 1848-

1998. 

 

The first church is erected at Eshowe mission station in Zululand. 

 

10 Ommund C. Oftebro had worked as missionary in South Africa from 1849. Until 1854 he 

worked at Umpumulo mission station in Natal. Later on he moved on to Empangeni mission 

station in Zululand. In 1861 he was ordained priest, and the year after he established his new 

mission station at Eshowe. As years went on, new buildings were added to the station, f. inst a 

Altarpiece and pulpit in Lyngdal church 

 



small school house. In this building Rev. Ommund C. Oftebro held his church services the 

first years of his stay at Eshowe.  

The Norwegian mission in South Africa had, early in the 

1860ies managed to build churches at the Umpumulo 

and the Entumeni mission stations. Ommund carries the 

dream of erecting a church at his own mission station. 

He manages to get the blessing of the Norwegian 

Missionary Society for his project, and the society gives 

him funds for the same. They even accept that he can 

roof the church with corrugated iron plates instead of 

thatching it with straw the usual way. 

 

February 26
th

 1867 the cornerstone for the church was 

laid down. Ommund reports from this ceremonious 

event: 

“The next morning, 26
th

, at 10 o’clock, we gathered with 

the native congregation members in the schoolhouse, 

where the congregation was informed about the act that 

was going to take place. The bottle with the document, that was going to be placed in the 

excavation in the cornerstone, was presented, and the document was lectured. I said: “Col. 

3,17. All what you do in words and in work, you do it in the name of the Lord, thanking God 

and the Father.” 1 Cor. 3,11.” For nobody can lay another foundation than what is already 

laid, which is Jesus Christ”. “This cornerstone was laid in the name of the Holy Trinity, 

February 26
th

, 1867.  Eshowe” The name of the Bishop and of myself. ----- (And the bishop 

was of course Hans Paludan Smidt Schreuder). 

 

”In the bottle were also placed 11 

Norwegian coins, between which 

were 2 Ort-pieces, coined in 1819 

and in 1850, 1 Tolvskilling coined 

in 1850, one Fireskilling coined in 

1807, the rest were Sølvskillinger, 

1 Kobberskilling and one half ditto 

coined in 1840. One of the Ort-

pieces had been found in the 

pocket of clothing sent us by 

women’s associations in Norway. 

The others were brought here by 

the bishop. Afterwards we left for 

the site which was decorated with 

green leaves and with flowers, 

where we first sang a verse from 

our Zulu hymnbook. Afterwards 

the bishop held a prayer, and then he in the name of the Holy Trinity placed the bottle in the 

cornerstone. A wooden cover was placed over the bottle, and then covered with a brick on the 

top. Afterwards the bishop asked God’s blessing for the erection of this God’s house, for the 

work that was going to be done in it, for the preaching of the word of God, and for the 

 10 Ommund C. Oftebro 

 

Ommund’s first church the way it has been sketched by  a British war 

correspondent during the Anglo-Zulu War 

 



administration of the sacraments. The ceremony was ended with a hymn verse. Afterwards we 

again went to the schoolhouse, where the bishop, in a long lecture called the attention of the 

native congregation to the needs for themselves to be more active in raising new God’s 

houses. Afterwards the natives were served coffee, sandwiches, waffle cakes and fruits, and 

had the day off”  

 

Being granted money for building a church did not 

however mean authorization to go off buying whatever 

construction materials needed. Building materials were 

not even generally available, and what you could buy, f. 

inst. corrugated iron plates, you had to bring on ox 

wagon all the way from Durban. Such transport might 

take 7 days each way. The situation demanded that one 

produced oneself the bricks one needed. Slaked lime for 

brick building was produced from limestone fetched 

from a local quarry, and the planks were sawn by 

handsaw from the timber one had logged oneself and 

dragged from the forest with one’s own oxen. 

 

As from a turn of fate 3-1 Christian T. Oftebro, 

Ommund’s nephew, appears unexpectedly at Eshowe 

mission station August 19
th

, 1865. Christian, now 23 

years old, who has been a sailor since shortly after his 

confirmation, has laid in a hospital at Mauritius for 3 ½ 

months.  Pastor (later bishop) Schreuder has been on an 

official journey, has found Christian in the hospital, and 

has brought him to his uncle Ommund at Eshowe. This incident becomes fortunate both for 

Ommund and his family and for Christian. And not least it is fortunate for the building of the 

church. Even if the Missionary Society has provided a professional builder, Christian’s 

working capacity comes like manna from heaven. Young and strong he takes part, together 

with the natives, in all the practical work at the station, not least in the building of Ommund’s 

first church. For 2 ½ years Christian has been 

engaged in practical work at the station when he, 

in the beginning of March 1868, leaves the station 

to go to Stavanger, Norway. He is going to study 

to become a missionary himself. Ommund’s 

church is soon about to be finished. 

 

The new church was a pretty building, 

whitewashed, with bell tower, and with a church 

bell sent from Norway. It was all just like a 

Norwegian countryside church, and Ommund now 

experienced some happy, fruitful years in this 

church which he was very proud of. But his 

happiness should not last forever. Even the 

bishop’s praying for God’s blessing of the building 

could not prevent the disaster that was going to 

3-1 Missionary assistant Christian T. 

Oftebro 

 

Former director of  Zululand Historical Museum, 

Jenny Hawke, on the remains of the ruins of 

Ommund’s church. 

 



strike Eshowe mission station and the church. During the Zulu war in 1879 the mission station 

was occupied by the British troops, and turned into a fortress. The church was made a field 

hospital, and through its walls was cut a large number of loopholes. And when the British 

gave up the fortress, before the war was over, they left it for the Zulus to deal with. The Zulus 

then burned the mission station’s buildings and tore down the church. Today the remaining of 

the church ruin, together with the Norwegian cemetery at the place, is included in the 

historical monument called “Fort Eshowe”.  

 

A new Church was built on the Eshowe mission station. 

 

When 10 Ommund C. Oftebo in 1880 returned from 

his exile in Natal during the Zulu war, he immediately 

started to rebuild the mission station. He selected a 

new building site, because the original site was 

completely ruined by moats and fortifications. 

Ommund is now 60 years old, and he despairs about 

how he shall manage to complete the restoring of his 

mission station. Again the schoolhouse he manages to 

build will have to serve as his church for years. 

 

But Ommund has many admirers in Norway. They 

have read his many and detailed reports in Norsk 

Misjons Tidende, and closely followed his persistent 

and strenuous efforts. Now he receives a large money 

donation from a private person in Norway. The 

intension is that this donation shall give Ommund the 

opportunity to raise a new church at Eshowe. And 

now also the Norwegian Missionary Society gives 

their support. 

 

3-1 Christian T. Oftebro, who in 1876 has returned to 

Zululand as medical missionary, has in 1884 had to flee 

from his own mission station at Mahlabatini due to the 

Zulu civil war. He has now been allowed to settle at 

Eshowe, where he, in addition to running his doctor’s 

practice, also starts several practical projects together 

with his many Zulu workers. Ommund trusts that 

Christian, together with his Zulu boys, shall help 

building the new church. The mission’s local 

administrative body, “Konferansen” is expecting that 

the congregation, consisting of natives, out of whom 

many are Christian’s workers, shall contribute 

economically to the building of the church. Christian 

sees it differently. He is, as he uses to be, very 

concerned about the welfare of the Zulus, and reminds 

his colleagues about the difficult economical situation, 

Reverend 10 Ommund C. Oftebro 

 

Medical missionary 3-1 Christian T. Oftebro 

 



and about the fact that the money economy is only poorly developed in the country. In his 

opinion the Zulu workers should rather be granted a daily wage for their work on the church. 

 

And now the new, great church building is being raised. The church seems to have been 

designed by Christian. At least it is Christian who is being criticized by the superiors in 

Stavanger, Norway, for the appearance (read: lack of Norwegian church appearance) of the 

building. The Missionary Society provides a responsible master builder, but we must assume 

that Christian’s involvement with the process, in accordance with Ommund’s requests, also 

has included an active practice cooperation by himself and his Zulu workers when the site 

was excavated, when bricks were produced, when materials were brought from Durban and 

when the construction work itself was carried out. 

 

Ommund and Christian shall of course be honoured not only for having raised the church at 

Eshowe, but even more so for having built the congregation  the church was going to house. 

 

Shrove Sunday, March 10
th

, 1887, the church was inaugurated. Ommund has given a 

thorough report from the event, which had gathered the local native congregation, more than 

50 Norwegian participants and a number of English guests. We refer from Ommund’s report 

from the event: “Our missionary brothers gathered in my home, and at 11 o’clock we started 

the procession, carrying the church’s new silver, communion chalices donated by Bragernes’ 

Women’s Mission Association, and baptismal bowl and jug from Kristiansand ditto. When we 

passed through the church door the bell ringing stopped, and the quire, consisting of 40 

persons, sang “Hosanna” etc in 4 voices. We placed the church’s silver at their dedicated 

places and entered the benches at both sides of the altar, which formed panelled cabinets 

where we put on our surplice. Brother Nordgaard with the quire took their places at the back 

end of the church, and the other pastors sitting beside the altar, 5 on each side, and myself in 

the place of the bishop, in front of the altar.” --------- “The dear Mission friends, who have 

given special contributions to the building of the church, and especially that friend who 

Ommund and family together with his congregation outside the new church (kwaMondi) around 1890. The Oftebro 

family second row to the left. Notice the primitive bell tower made from timber, on the ground. 

 



several years ago offered the great sum, of 150 pound sterling to Eshowe church, will be 

pleased to learn that we now have got a nice and roomy church.”---------- 

 

The building budget was not sufficient for erecting a proper bell tower on the church. A small, 

“symbolic” tower had been built over the porch, but this was too small to house the church 

bell. For the bell, which now had been recasted after having served its time in the first church, 

an isolated tower had been improvised out of timber from the forest. After few years, nature, 

and first of all the termites (the white ants as the Norwegians called them) made an end to the 

tower.  Then (3-7) Gustav Hojem (1868-1898) intervened. Gustav, who together with a 

colleague ran a wagon building workshop at Eshowe, had thrown his eyes on 3-7 Berte 

Marie Oftebro (1855-1899) who worked in Ommund’s household and assisted the teaching 

of the Zulu classes. Before he closed down his wagon workshop to settle down in Durban 

with his Berte Marie, he and his colleague raised a new bell tower in front of the church. 

Ommund is excited. He 

feels sure that the tower, 

which is made of iron, 

will last for 100 year. 

The tower was erected 

in 1892 and is still in 

use. It is about 120 years 

old and there are all 

reasons to believe that it 

will last another 100 

years. 

 

 

 

 

Source: Norsk Misjons Tidende, several annual volumes. 

 

When the worldwide Oftebro family met for a reunion in Lyngdal in 2004, a service, adapted 

to the wishes of the reunion, was held in Lyngdal church. As a part of the adapted service a 

collection was arranged to benefit the KwaMondi congregation at Eshowe. The collection 

brought nearly NOK 40.000. One single Oftebro family, who wished to remain anonymous, 

donated NOK 15.000. The KwaMondi congregation used the money to complete an extension 

Ommund’s church (KwaMondi-church), exterior and interior today. The pictures were taken when the Oftebro 

family visited the church during the family reunion in South Africa in 2007. 

 

Gustav Hojem’s bell tower 

 

 (3-7) Gustav Hojem 



of their church, to redecorate the pastor’s house (once built by Ommund Oftebro), and to erect 

a plaque in the church entrance, honouring Rev. Ommund Oftebro. 

 

KwaMondi is a Zulu expression, meaning “At Ommund’s Place”.  What was once called the Eshowe Mission 

Station, is now named “The KwaMondi Mission”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A new mission and a new church in South Africa. 

 

3-1-1-7 Borghild Gudrun Langeland Hansen (1914-1992) and (3-1-1-7) Fridtjof 

Langeland Hansen (1914-1994) picked up 

the honourable Oftebro traditions of 

mission work in South Africa. Borghild 

was the granddaughter of Christian T. 

Oftebro, and Fridtjof was the son of 

Norwegian missionaries working in South 

Africa. Borghild and Fridtjof did not have 

economical support from a strong mission 

society in Norway like the other 

Norwegian missionaries had experienced. 

They were left with “handouts” from their 

disciples, and from incidental donors. 

Nevertheless they managed through hard work, through unbelievable moderation and through 

3-1-1-7 Borghild og Fridtjof Langeland Hansen 

 

 Plaque in the entrance of the KvaMondi-church, honouring Rev. Ommund Oftebro. 



strong devotion to their call to build their own congregation in Durban. Their work also 

included establishing and running an orphanage, and raising a church building for their 

congregation. 

 

(See separate main presentation on this website, giving more detailed information about the 

lives and work of Borghild and Fridtjof Langeland Hansen.) 

 

Source: 3-1-1-7-2  Colin Langeland Hansen 

 

 

 

Lutheran Church of Good Shepherd, Salinas, California. 

 

In the spring of 1947, what is now the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America decided to 

establish a mission congregation in Salinas, California.  There were many Norwegian 

Borghild og Fridtjof’s church, Bethshan Church, in Durban. 
 

The newly established Lutheran congregation in Salinas, California, gathered outside the Scout House in 1947.  

Pastor Tollefson is in the center, middle row. To the right of him is Chris Oftebro. Chris' wife, Amanda, stands 3 places 

to the right of Chris. In the back row Kenny Oftebro holding his son Ron. To the left of him is his wife Millie. The 

daughter Joann is in the front row with her hands crossed. 
 



Lutherans from the Midwest who had moved to the area, and the first meeting to discuss the 

church was held at the home of 1-1-11-2 Kenneth Bernt (Kenny) Oftebro and his wife 

Mildred (Millie). 

 

Merle Tollefson was called to serve as Pastor, and the 

first service was held September 17, 1947 at the Scout 

House, with 47 people attending.  1-1-11 Kristian 

Teodor (Chris) Oftebro, his wife Amanda, and 

Kenny and Millie Oftebro were there and became 

charter members of the church.  Kenny and Millie’s 

children, Joann (Bakken) and Ron Oftebro were 

children at the time. 

 

The groundbreaking for the new church was held on 

Reformation Sunday, October 31, 1948.  Architectural 

plans for the church had already been approved by the 

congregation and the Synod, but other plans were 

presented by the Synod’s building supervisor.  The 

Building Committee met to discuss the plans, with 

which they were not impressed.  Chris Oftebro 

commented: “I’ve seen better cow sheds in North 

Dakota”.   

 

 

The original plans were later approved and 

construction started in February, 1949.  Much 

of the labor was done by the church members, 

Chris and Kenny Oftebro putting in many 

hours.  Chris, as a skilled carpenter, was the 

one to place the roof beams and put the steeple 

on top.    

 

When the construction work was completed, 

the congregation gathered to clean up the 

church building and its surroundings, and then 

gathered in the church to express gratitude for 

this wonderful achievement. Pastor Tollefson, 

speaking at the 60
th

 anniversary celebration, 

shared that Chris was sitting in the front pew 

in deep reflection, tears flowing down his 

cheeks, and said: “Yes, truly this is the house 

of God” - and to the surprise of everyone, 

gave a simple, beautiful prayer. 

 

The first Easter service was held in the new church in April, 1949, and Chris, Amanda, 

Kenny, Millie, Joann (Bakken) and Ron Oftebro were in attendance.  A dream, hard work and 

dedication by many families in addition to the Oftebros led to a church that today has moved 

1-1-11 Kristian Teodor (Chris) Oftebro 

 

1-1-1-2 Kenneth Bernt (Kenny) Oftebro 

 



to a new, larger building, with a membership approaching 800, and continues to thrive over 

60 years later. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Source: (1-1-11-2-2) Dale Oftebro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lutheran Church of Good Shepherd, Salinas, California, 1949. 

 

Interior of Lutheran Church of 

Good Shepherd, Salinas, California, 

1949. 

 



A God’s house in Norway and a God’s house in Israel 

 

3-3-9 Nora Karoline Foss (1885-1978) had all her life a strong social and religious 

engagement. All from young age she became 

active in the women’s division of Blå Kors (a 

Norwegian temperance society) in 

Kristiansand, and in the children div of the 

same. When she settled at Sødal outside 

Kristiansand she became the driving force in 

Sødal Women’s Mission Society, and among 

the strongest enthusiasts for building a chapel 

at the place. The chapel was built and was 

transferred from the Women’s Mission Society to the 5 local religious organisations: Den 

Evangelisk Lutherske Frikirke, Pinsemenigheten, Indremisjonen, Blå Kors and 

Misjonssambandet. The chapel therefore came to play an 

important role for the Christian organisations in Sødal. The 

inauguration took place December 30
th

 1953. 

 

Nora also had a great engagement for the people of Israel. 

When the Karmel Institute was established in 1945, 

directed by Per Faye Hansen, and when this institute built 

the Seamen’s Church in Haifa, Israel, in 1949, Nora early 

became an important supporter. 

 

The Pilgrim Home “Svenskbo” at the Mount of Olives was 

from 1927 a private enterprise, built and ran by an 

idealistic, Swedish nurse, Hilda Anderson. Hilda Anderson 

was murdered by Arabic snipers shortly before the state of 

Israel was established in 1948. The Karmel Institute now 

took over the management of Svenskbo. Nora’s strong 

feelings for the people of Israel, and her close relations with Per Faye Hansen brought her, in 

1953, at the age of 68, to become the manager of the Pilgrims home Svenskbo. Her 

engagement took place over a period of 5 years, interrupted by several short periods in 

Norway. 

 

Together with Per Faye Hansen Nora worked actively to have a Seamen’s Church built in 

Ashdod, south of Tel Aviv in Israel. The Karmel Institute ran extensive activities among 

seamen, whom one offered f. inst tours to the 

holy places in Israel. This activity brought about 

the need for building a Seamen’s Church. Kjell 

Inge Torkildsen of the Karmel Institute has in 

this connection said about Nora: “In the chaotic 

Middle East area there ought to be a sanctuary 

for countrymen and others who seek the Holy 

Land. In this way the idea of the Seamen’s 

Church in Ashdod came about, a church she 

therefore is the mother of”. In the autumn of 

Sødal bedehus in 1953. Photo: Marit Hagane. 

 

3-3-9 Nora Karoline Foss 

 

The Seamen’s Church in Ashdod in 1969 

 



1969 Nora, now 84 years old, came back to Israel to participate in the inauguration of the 

Seamen’s Church in Ashdod. 

 

Source: Jens Frigstad : “Fortellingen om Nora Foss” 

 

 

 

Lommedalen Church, Bærum, Norway 

 

Schoolteacher, later on principal, 3-6-6-3 Harald Oftebro 

had through his work close relation to the district of 

Lommedalen, west of Oslo. As a member of Western 

Bærum Church Council from 1962 he soon became 

chairman of the Lommedalen committee of the council. 

This council decided to work for the building of a church 

in Lommedalen. The committee dragged along a number of 

other organisations in the valley to gain acceptance for the 

idea. Harald argued strongly that Lommedalen Church 

should not be a “Sunday 11 o’clock-church”, but a church 

to be used all the week through. Today the term 

“arbeidskirke” (local community church centre) has become a much used term in the society, 

and this was just what Harald intended to build. 

 

Already for years a “chapel committee” had been organized under “Lommedalen residents 

association”. This committee, which in fact had faded away, was now revitalized. This 

residents association now appointed a church committee with Harald as chairman. 

 

It became the aim for the church committee to collect funds for raising a church in 

Lommedalen, but not least to gain enthusiasm and understanding for the project. The 

committee organized local public meetings, two meetings per year, to promote the cause, 

where known speakers and artists were invited to contribute. Harald became later chairman of 

Western Bærum Church Council. He now initiated regular church services carried out at 

Lommedalen School. In this way one can say that the church activity was “taken in advance”, 

and one created in this way an even greater understanding of the need for a local congregation 

and a local church in Lommedalen. 

 

From the time building of a church in Lommedalen was included in the over all planning for 

churches in Bærum, at the end of the 1960ies, and until the inauguration of the church in 

1995, Harald had been engaged in the project for almost 30 years. The matter of finding a 

proper building site, which had caused considerable problems, was settled by an extra “site 

committee” and by interference from Bærum municipality, which also financed the building 

and organized the construction work. 

 

When the church celebrated the inauguration, Harald was able to hand over to the newly 

elected Lommedalen Church council NOK 750.000 for special church purposes, and at the 

same time declare Lommedalen Church committee abolished. 

3-6-6-3 Harald Oftebro 

 



 

 

Source: Harald Oftebro, personal communication.  

 

Lommedalen church, Bærum, Norway. 

 


