The church builders in the Oftebro family

Introduction

It is a fact thatmany members fothe great Oftebro family trationally have shown, and
show a strong belonging to The Church. Our early forefathers in Lyngdal and the
surrounding distcts have beer naturally influencd by ther spiritual needs by the
expectationsof the societyand by the church discipline thathrough generationswere
prevalent in the Norwegian districts, and especially in the Salgbtern areas of the country.
The church waan important and dominant elemenpire o plives.dar our owrforefathers

it seems though, that tihenomenon became more clear, more personal and more persistent
through the very close contact between our family founders, the cottaggr Gunhild and
Villum Christian HenriksenOftebrq andtheir masters, pastor GadiriKielland and his wife
Gustavaresding at the rectoryLyngdal Prestgegardhis longlasting engagement with the
church followed the family, also when many members left Lyngdal foeroNorwegian
districts and cities, and when many of them immigrated to distant continemisasAwe
know, this close conndoin with the pastd@s family mentionedcaused directlyrad indirectly

three members dhe Oftebro family to go to Zululand asigsionaries in the period 1849
1882.This fact again would then stimulate the great interest for mission work that evolved in
the family.

It is probably natudathat together with thigngagementor the churchthere alscarose an
engagement fopreparimg physicallyfor thec h u r wolk.6 As far as the missionaries were
concernegdsuch peparing was even a necessity in their missionary endeavboday we can
thus register that within the Oftebro family, through the yehere hasdeen showra great
initiative and impressive participation in the work of establishing new&hbduses. The
activity goes from building congregations amidomoting interest fobuilding new churches
and collecting funds for the purpose to active participationthe construébn work as
builders, as church architect and as craftsmen.

The family with basis atthe cottage allotment at Oftebrqg Lyngdal, Norway
made its contributions when Lyngdats stone church building from the
Middle Ages had to stand aside to a neveob work church building in 1848.

From lateMiddle Ages untilmid 184G iesthe Lyngdal inhabitants had beattaded to their
old stone church on theeadowsouth of Rom. In this church also our own forefathers had
faithfully met for church services and
for Holy Communion. Ad in tis
church the cottagds children at
Oftebro had been baptised and
confirmed.By the time the church had
become too smalgnd the churchave
thereforehad been prolonged with a
wooden partAnd asacristy had been
added to the chancel.

Even so the chah facilities were too
small and miserable when pastor

The Middle Age churchin Lyngdal, asit probably looked like.



Kiellandtook ove his position in 1837. The bell tower was shaking wbiea rang the church

bell, and in rainy weather the pastor was wading in water puddles on the floor of the sacristy.
The prolongng of the church building had also matlea long and narrowhat the pastor had
problems in reaching out to his audience with the Good News. Kielland, who had already
built new houses at the pasifarm, and who thereafter had established the firshgent
school in Lyngdh now, from mid 1840iesput great efforts in having the county building a
new church. Kielland was a member of the municipal coumb#re his ideas also gained
sympathy. A building committee was established, but it seems agdbetiee committee of

the county in many ways took over its duties. The builder issued great many contracts dealing
with delivery and floating of timber, board sawing, log notching, panelling, interior
decoration etcGreatmany people were recruited foutg work. Pastor Kielland designed the
church himself.

Building the church was a greptactical ad
economical achievement for the Lyngdal
society, and the economical burdens were for a
great deal placed as extra taxes osal
property. It is quite imgessing that the
Lyngdal society in those days managed to raise
this magnificent buildingtwo galleries high,
and in its original state with seats for 1636
persons. One had to turn to Eiken and
Audnedal to get timdy, becauseLyngdal did

not provide timbe of sufficient size and
quality. The work, howevewas carried out by
local workers and craftsmen. The main contract gi@en to Jon Olsen Tuene who had
gained some experience in church building after taking part in building of the Kvas.clhurch
turned out that the building committee did not managetesenterough dry consuction
material in time for the proceeding of the work. This delayed the construction work and added
to its costs As thestory goesMr. Tuene lost 800 dalewyhich was all he owed, on the
contract.

Lyngdal church from 1848

With pastor Kielland centrally placed both in the builgliprocess and in the lives afttager
Oftebrad $amily, it was probably to be expected that several membetiseofamily were
securedarticipdion in thework when the new alrch was to be buil

3 Tobias Oftebro (18031889) who at this time was ¢
tenant farmer at Berge in Lyngdal, was given the task
tearing down the stone part of the old church and build
foundations of the new church from the stones of the

one.To teardown the old church would today be consider
violating the national interesor culture preseration. But

time had not comget when the society saw the value
preserving buildings from the Nddle Ages. Under no
circumstances Tobiasan be blmed for having torrdown |
the church. The decision was made by the munici
council, and confirmed by the district church administrati

3 Tobias C. Oftebro



The wooderpart of the old church was sdlor being removed. The chancel was temporarily

preserved and cled off with panelling, to be used for certain clerical acts while one was
waiting for the new church to be finishdébr ordinary church services the congregation was
left to the church services in Kvas and in Austad.

For building the Church foundation Tobias wpaid 4 fortdo and 12 fiski | | fomnepch
fathom. (1 spd=5 ort=120 skilling= 4 kroner) (1875 value).TWwerk was considerable;
obviously more than one single man could overcome. Who else he hired to help him the
history does not tellWe are probably nomud wrong if we assume thdtis brothers 1
Henrik, and 9 Kristian Severin have givhelping hands. The young brother, 10 Ommund,

has been excused. He was studying in Stavanger to become missionary when the building of
the church took place.

(5) Ole Martin Hansenwas a carpenter, an(
also a cottager at Steinbergasen in Lyngdal.
He was married to T : aren
Oftebro. Ole Martin got 3 contracts in the T
churchbuilding  project, for 75 spd| |
(spesiedaler), 150 spd., and 35 spd.

respectively. First odll he was given the task
of building thealtarpiece and the pulpithe F=
builder wanted these items to be like those|
one of the other churches in theanery. So}

the altarpiece and the pulpit in Valbaurd.

On this basis he madiee altarpiece and the pulpit for the new Lyngdal church.

As carpenter Ole Martin also contributed to thst of the construction work. inst one of

his contractxoveredthe panelling of the outside of the church. This job aagously more

than one mais work. Bu the history does not mention who Ole Martin brought with him for
the job.Naturally one would think he called upon his brothers in law at Oftebro, more so as it
has always been said tHaHenrik Oftebro took part n the building of the church.

Carpente Ole Martin Hansen jdy the way also given credit for having produced thiéar
stool in Kvas church, anehuch of the furniture that was going to fill the new home of pastor
Kielland and his wife Gustava. In tharseperiodhe also took part in building the nefirst
permanenschool building in Lyngdafttodayn a med A KI okker g-r deno.

Source: Sigurd Eikeland:yngdal fra Istid til Natidand Lyngdal Menighetsrad: Lyngdal Kirke 150 ar. 1848
1998.

The first church is erected at Eshowe mission station in Zululand.

10 Ommund C.Oftebro had worked as missionary in @b Africa from 1849. Until 1854 he
worked at Umpumulo mission station in Natal. Later on he moved on to Empangeni mission
station in Zululandin 1861 hewasordainedpriest, andte year after he established Imew
mission station at Eshowe. As years wentrmw buildings were added toetlstation, f. inst a



small schobhouse. In this building Rev. Ommund C. Oftebro held his church sertiee
first years of his stay at Eshowe.

The Norwegian mission in South Africa had, early in the
1860ies managed to build churches at the Umpumulo
and the Entumeni mission stations. Ommuadies the
dream of erecting ahurch at his own mission station.
He managesot get the blessing of the Norwegian
Missionary Society for his project, atide society gives
him funds for the samelThey even accephat he can
roof the church with corrugated iron plates instead of
thatching it with straw the usual way.

February 28 1867 the cornerstone for the church w
laid down. Ommund reportsfrom this ceremonious
event:

AiThe nex 26" mtddond cn g gathered with “
the native congregation members in the schoolhouve=a
where the congregain was informed about the adtat
was going to take place. The bottléth the document, that was going to be placed in the
excavation in theornerstonewas pr esent ed, and the document
3,17. All what you do in words and in work, you do it in the naméhefLord, thanking God

and t he Pat h e¥orhabadycanday another foundation than what is already

l ai d, whi ¢ h i This comerstoreva€ laid in thé wamef the Holy Trinity,
February26”, 1867 Eshowe o TBishopanhomraysetf-f--- (Arld ehe bishop

was ofcourseHans Paluda Smidt Schreuder).

10 Ommund C. Oftebro

0 | he bottle were also placed 11
Norwegian coins, between which
were 20rt-pieces,coined in 1819
and in 1850,1 Tolvskillingcoined

in 1850, one Keskilling coined in
1807, the rest were Sglvdknger,

1 Kobberskilling and one half do
coined in 1840. One of ther®
pieces had been found in the
poke of clothing sent us by
womelds associations in Norway.
The others were brought here by
the bishop. Afterwards we left for
the site which was decorated with
green leaves and wittflowers,

Ommundd&sfirst church the way it has been sketched bya British war .
correspondentduring the Anglo-Zulu War where we first sang &erse from

our Zulu hymnbook. Afterwards
the bishop held a prayeand thenhe in the name of the Holy Trinity placed the bottle in the
cornerstone. A wooden coveasvplaced over the bottle, and then covered with a brick on the
top. Afterwards th bishop asked o d lilessing forthe erection of tis Gods house, for the
work that wasgoing to be done in it, for the preaching of the word of God, and for the



administraion of the sacraments. The ceremony was ended wima tierse. Afterwards we
again went to the schoolhouse, where the bishop, in a long lezlleel theattention of the
native congregation to the needs for themselves to be aures in raising newGods
houses. Afterwaithe natives were servedffee sandwicheswaffle cakes and fruitsand
had the day off o

Being granted money for building aéhwrch did not
however mean authorization to g&f buying whatever
constructionmaterials neededuilding materials were
not even generally available, and what you could buy,

. inst corrugatediron plates, you had to bring on ox
wagon all the way from DurbarbSuch transport might
take 7 days each way. The situation demanded that one
produed oreself thebricksone needed. Slaked lime for
brick building was produced dm limestone fetched
& from a loal quarry, and the planks were sawn by
handsaw from the timber one had logged oneself and
dragged from the forest witthes ownoxen.

As from a turn of fa 3-1 Christian T. Oftebro,
Ommunds nephew appears unexpectedly at Eshowe
mission station August 19 1865. Christian, now 23
years old, who has been a sailor since shortly &iter
confirmation, has laiih a hospital at Mauritiugor 3 %2
months Pasor (later bishop) Schreuder has hemn an

3-1 Missionary assistant Christian T. T R ]
Oftebro official journey, has found Christian in the hospital, and

has brought him to his uncle Ommund at Eshowe. This incident becomes fortunate both for
Ommund and his family and for Christian. And not least it isuftate for the building of the
church. Even if the Missionary Society hpsovided a professional builder, Christian
working capacity comes like manna from heaven. Young and strong he takdasgetier

with the nativesin all the practical work at thstation, not least ithe building of Ommun@s

first church. For 2% yearsChristian ha been
engaged in practical work at the station when g
in the beginning of March 1868&aves the stationgs
to go to Stasnger, Norway. He is going tdusly '
to become amissionary himself. Ommunds
church is soon about to be finished.

The rew church was a pretty building,
whitewashedwith bell tower and with achurch ¥
bell sent from Norway.lt was all just like a@
Norwegian countryside church, and Ommund ne W
experiencd some happy, fruitful years in thif
church which he was very proud of. But h{# s

happiness should not last forever. Even tlﬁgrmerdirectorof Zululand Historical Museum,
bishops praying for God blessingf the building  Jenny Hawke,on the remains of the ruins of

i : Ommundds church.
could not prevent the disaster thavas going ¢ mmundes churc



strike Eshowe mission stati@nd the churchDuring theZulu war in 1879 the mission station
was occupied by the British troops, and turned into a fortresscfineh was made a field
hospital, and through its walls wasit alarge number ofloopholes. And when the British
gave up thdortress, before the war was over, they left it for the Zulus to deal with. The Zulus
then burned the mission stat@rbuildings and tore down the church. Today the reimgiof

the church ruintogethe with the Norwegian cemetery at the pladc® included in the
historical monument al | ed AFort Eshoweo.

A new Church was built on the Eshowe mission station.

When10 Ommund C. Ofteboin 1880 returned from
his exile in Natal during the Zulu ware immediately
started torebuild the mission station. Helected a
new building site, because the original site w
completely ruined by moats and fortification
Ommund is now 60 years old, and he despairs al
how he shalmanage to complete the restoring of f
mission stabn. Again theschoolhouse he mages to
build will have to serve as his church for years.

But Ommundhas many admirers in Norway. The
have read his many and detailed reports in No
Misjons Tidende, and closely followed his persiste
and strenuous efforts. Now he receives a largeeymc
donation from a prigte person in Norway.The
intension is that this donation shall give Ommunel {
opportunity to raise a new chaln at Eshowe. And

now also the Norwegian Missionary Sociajives Reverend 10 Ommund C. Oftebro
their support.

3-1 Christian T. Oftebro, who in 1876has returned to
Zululand as medical missionary, has in 1884 had to flee
from his own mission station at Mahlabatini due to the
Zulu civil war. He has now den allowed to settle at
Eshowe where he, in addition to running his docs
practice, also startseveral practical projects together
with his many Zulu workers. Ommund trusts that
Christian, together with s Zulu boys shall help
building the new church. Themi s s i locald s
admi ni strati ve bsoedpecting th&tonf er
the congregatignconsising of natives, outof whom
many are Christials workers, shall contribute
economically to the tilding of the church. Christian
sees it differently. He is, as he uses to be, very
concerned about the welfare of the Zulus, and reminds

.

Medical missionary3-1 Christian T. Oftebro  NiS colleaguesaboutthe difficult economicakituation



and about the fact that the money economy is polyrly developed in the country. In his
opinion the Zulu workers should rather be grargtethily wage for their work on the church.

And now thenew, great church buildg is being raised. The church seems to have been
designed by ChristianAt least it is Chrisan who is beingcriticized bythe superiors in
Stavanger, Norwayfor the appearance (read: lackérwegianchurchappearance) of &
building. The MissionanBociety provides a responsible master buildert we must assume

that Christias involvement with the process, in accordance with Omi@surehuests, also

has included an active practice cooperation by himself and his Zulu workers when the site
was excaveed, when bricks were produced, when materials were brought from Durban and
when the construction work itself was carried out.

Ommund ad Christianshall of course be honoured not only for having raised the church at
Eshoweput even more so for havingiliuhe congregation the church was going to house.

Ommund and family together with his congregation outside the new churctkwaMondi) around 1890.The Oftebro
family second row to the leftNotice the primitive bell tower made from timber, on the ground

Shrove Sunday, March 1) 1887, the church was ingurated. Ommund has given a
thorough report from the event, which had gatheredldbal native congregatiomore than

50 Norwegian participants dra number of English guests. Wafer fromOmmunds report
fromthe eventi Our mi s si on ar yinrbyrharteeskat Elo @ @ livé staktes d

the procession, carrying the h u r rew silger, coomunion chalices donated by Brage e s 0
Womeids MissionAssociation, andbaptismal bowl and jug from Kristiansand ditiwhen we
passed through the church door thell ringing stopped, and the quire, consisting 40
persons, sang @ HosWen nmloa ceetdc tilereat docelmvdedicadeebss. s i |
places and entered the benches at both sides of the altar, which formed panelled cabinets
where we put on our surplice. Brotheoldgaard with the quire took theplaces at the back

end of the church, and the other pastors sitting beside the altar, 5 orsidactand myself in

the place of the bishop, in front of the altar-------- A T h e Missi@rfriendswho have

given special contributions to the building of the church, and especially that friend who



several years ago offered the great sum, of 15Mg@aterling to Eshowe church, wibe
pleased to | earn that we now-have got a nice

Ommund&s church (KwaMondi -church), exterior and interior today. The pictures were taken when the Oftebro
family visited the church during the family reunion in South Africa in 2007.

The building budget was not sufficient for erecting a prayedrtoweron the church. A small,

Asymbol ico tower hat, bl thie was toasmalltto hougeetteurch he p o

bell. For the bell, which now had been recasted after having served its time in the first church,

an isolated tower had been improvised out of timber from the forest. After few, patuise,

and first of all he termites (the white ants as the Norwaegiealled them) made an end to the

tower. Then (3-7) Gustav Hojem (18681898) intervened Gustav, who together with a

colleagueran awagon building workshop at Eshowe, had throla eyes orn3-7 Berte

Marie Oftebro (18551899) who worked in Ommuiasl household and as®dtthe teaching

of the Zulu classeBefore he closd down his wagon workshop settledown in Durban

with his Berte Marie, he and his cafpie raised a newell towerin front of the church.

Ommund is egited. He

feels sure that the towey,

which is made of iron,

will last for 100 year.

The tower was erected

in 1892 and is still in

use. It is about 120 yeafs

old and there are all

reasons to believe that|it

will last another 100

years.

Gustav HojemGs bell tower (3-7) Gustav Hojem

Souce: Nask Misjons Tidende, several annual volumes.

When the worldwide Oftebro family met farreunionin Lyngdal n 2004 a serviceadapted

to the wishes of the reunipwas held in Lyngdal church. Aspart of the adapteservicea
calection was arrangedo benefit the KwaMondcongregation at Eshowe. The collection
broughtnearly NOK 40000. One single Oftebro family, who wished to remain anonymous,
donated NOK 1®00.The KwaMondi congregation used the money to complete an extension



of their chuch, to redecorate the pas®house (ote builtby Ommund Oftebro), and to erect
a plaque in the church entrance, honouring Rev. Ommund Oftebro.

KwaMondi is a Zulu expr &s Pil ar,ewanenzcdillechthe Estotve Mssionu n d
Stationisnownamedi The KwaMondi Mi ssiono.

IN MEMORY OF REV.OMMUND OFTEBRO OF THE NORWEGIAN MISSION
SOCIETY, THE FOUNDER OF THE ORIGINAL KwaMONDI LUTHERAN
CHURCH IN 1861. THIS CHURCH WAS BUILT IN 1883 AND
' : EXTENDED IN 2004.

70 SIKA MFU. OMMUND OFTEBRO WASE NORGE UMSUNGULI
Ismm\’v‘::gl(’m'ro LOKUQALA LAMALUTHELA KwaMONDI NGO 1861.

NYAKA KA 2004
: 'LELlsopto LAKHIWA NGO 1883 LANWETSHWA NGO

RO, DET NORSKE
KwaMONDI I 1861.
LBYGG I 2004.

TIL ;fNNE OM MISJONPREST OMMUND OFTEB

AP SOM FIKK REIST KIRKEN PAA

MISJONSSELSK ET 11883 OG FIKK ET TI

DENNE KIRKEN BLE BYGG
: UNVEILED BY BISHOP L. SIBIYA 2006

UNDING FROM
CKNOWLEDGES F
xw.uonglnl:kggg!ﬁm DESCENDANTS 2005

Plaquein the entrance of theKvaMondi-church, honouring Rev. Ommund Oftebra.

A new mission and a new church in South Africa.

3-1-1-7 Borghild Gudrun Langeland Hansen (19141992) and (3-1-1-7) Fridtjof
Langeland Hansen(19141994) picked up
the honourable Oftebro traditions o
mission workin South Africa. Borghild

was the granddaughter of Chrasti T.

Oftebro, and Fdtjof was the son of
Norwegian missionaries working in Sout
Africa. Borghild and Fudtjof did not have
economicalsupport from a strong missi0|f_- &
society in Noway like the othe

Norwegian missionaries had experience
They were | eft wit

disciples and from incidental donors.
Nevertheless they managed through hard work, tironbelievable moderation and through

el r

3-1-1-7 Borghild og Fridtjof Langeland Hansen



strong devotionto their call to build theiown congregation in Durbaheir work also
included establishing and running amphanage and raising a church building for their
congregation.

Borghild og Fridtjofds church, Bethsha

(See separate main pragation on this website, giving nedetailed information about the
lives and workof Borghild and Fultjof Langeland Hansen.

Source3-1-1-7-2 Colin Langeland Hansen

Lutheran Church of Good Shepherd Salinas, California

The newly establishedLutheran congregation in Salinas, California, gathered outside the Scout Housén 1947
Pastor Tollefsonis in the center, middle row.To the right of him is Chris Oftebro. Chris' wife, Amanda, stands3 places
to the right of Chris. In the back row Kenny Oftebro holding his sonRon. To the left of him is his wife Millie. The
daughter Joannis in the front row with her hands crossed

In the spring of 1947, what is now the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America decided to
estdlish a mission congregation 8alinas, California. There were many Norwegian



Lutherans from the Midwest who had movedhe area, and the first meeting to discuss the
church was held at the homelef-11-2 Kenneth Bernt (Kenny) Oftebro ard his wife
Mildred (Millie) .

Merle Tollefson was called to serve as Pasiod the
first service was hel8eptember 17, 1947 at the Scout
House, with 47 people attendind:1-11 Kristian
Teodor (Chris) Oftebro, his wife Amanda, and

Kenny and Millie Oftebro were there and became
charter members of the churckenny and Milligs
children,Joann (Bakken) and Ron Oftebro were
children at the time.

The groundbreaking for the new church was held on
Reformation Sunday, October 31, 1948rchitectural

plans for the church had already been approved by the

. congregation and the Synod, but other plans were
presented by the Synodds bui
Building Committee met to discuss the plans, with

which they were not impressed. Chris Oftebro

commenéedil Ove seen better cow s
Dakot ao.

1-1-11 Kristian Teodor (Chris) Oftebro

The original plans werkater approved and
constructionstarted in February, 194 Much
of the labor was done by the church membe
Chris and Keny Oftebro putting in many
hours. Chris, as a skilledarpenter, was the
one to place the roof beams and put the stee
on top.

When the construction work was completed,
the congregation gathered to clean up the
church building and its surroundings, and th¢
gathered in the church &xpress gratitude for
thiswonderful achievement. Pastor Tollefso
speaking at the 8Danniversary celebration,
shared that Chris was sitting in the front pe
in deep reflection, tears flowing down his
cheeks, and saidYes, truly this is the house
of Godb- and to the sumise of everyone,
gavea simple, beautiful prayer. 1-1-1-2 Kenneth Bernt (Kenny) Oftebro

The first Easter service was held in the new church in April, 1949, and Chris, Amanda,
Kenny, Millie, Joann (Bakken) and Ron Oftebro were in attendaAcdgream, hard work and
dedication by many familigs addition to the Oftebros led to a church tlwatay hasnoved



to a new, larger building, with a membership approaching 800, and continues to thrive over
60 years later

Lutheran Church of Good Shephed, Salinas, California, 1949.

Interior of Lutheran Church of
Good Shephed, Salinas, California,
1949.

Source;(1-1-11-2-2) Dale Oftebro



A Goddé house in Norway and a Go@ house in Israel

3-3-9 Nora Karoline Foss (18851978) had allher life a strongsomal ad religious
engagement. All from young age she beca
active in the womeis division of Bla Kors (a
Norwegian temperance society) [
Kristiansand, and in the children div of th
same. When she settled at Sgdal outsi
Kristiansandshe becaméhe driving forcein
SgdalWomerds Mission Society, and amon
the strongest enthusiasts for building a cha E.
a the place. The chapel was built and w Sedal bedehusn 19.mlgnh)to:ul\;lha"riimHagane.
transferred from the WoménMission Society to the 5 local religious organisations: Den
Evangeisk Lutherske Frikirke, iPsanenigheten, Indremisjonen, Bl& Kors and
Misjonssambandet. The chapel therefore camplay an
important role for the Christian organisations in Sgdal. The
inauguration took place Decembef"3053.

Nora also had a great gagement for the people of Israel.
When the Karmel Institute was established in 1945,
directed by Per Faye Hansen, amiden this institute built

t he Seamémdaifa, Graelin £949, Nora early
became an important supporter.

The Pilgrim Homei Sv e s kahko t he Maoasnt of
from 1927 aprivate enterprise, builand ran by an
idealistic, Swedish nurse,ilda Anderson. Hilda Anderson

was murdered by Arabic snipers shortly before the state of
Israel was established in 1948. The Karmel Ingtingw

took over the managemenf &venskbo. Nor@& grong

feelings for the peoplefdsrael andher close relations witPer Faye Hanseorought her, in

1953, at the age of 680 become the manager of the Pilgrims home Svenskbo. Her
engagement took placever aperiod of 5 years,interrupted byseveral short periods in
Norway.

3-3-9 Nora Karoline Foss

Together with Per Faye Hanséhor a wor ked act i velhychbuitinhave &
Ashdod, south of Tel Aviv in Israel. The Karmiklstitute ran extensiveactivities among
seamenwhom one offered f. inst tours to the

holy places in Israel. This activity broughicat

the need for building agamed s hurch. Kjell

Inge Torkildsen of the Karmel Institute has in

this connection said about Nor a: Al n the c¢h:
Middle East area thereught to be a sanctuary

for countrymen and others who seek the Holy

Land. In this wayt he i dea of the Seamenods

Church in Ashdod came aboua church she

t herefor e i s Inthk @utummoft The Seameis Church in Ashdod in 1969



