
(10-4-1-3) Brian Esmond Piccione 1939 – 1945 World War  

 

Story told by 10-4-1-3-2 Kevin Bruce Piccione. (See also his own war service history 

presented on this website.) 

 

Not much is known about the experiences of 

Brian Piccione during the Second World War. 

This was in keeping with his character -   he was 

very humble and modest about the commitment 

he made in serving his country during the war. 

From his discharge papers it is clear he was a 

member of the RDLI (Royal Durban Light 

Infantry). He assumed service on 31 October 

1944, and was discharged in March of 1946. 

Together with several of his school friends, he 

left school in his final year and volunteered to 

join the war effort. 

 

Most, if not all of his time was spent in Italy and 

he was involved in the Allied campaign. His 

regiment distinguished themselves as relentless fighters against the German led “Axis” 

troops. His regiment fought with the likes of 12th South African Motorized Infantry Brigade 

and the SSB (Special Services Battalion). 

 

The “Axis” forces were an organized and determined foe in Italy consisting of twenty-four 

German and five Italian fascist divisions. The majority of Axis troops in Italy were 

experienced veterans. The Allied troops were exhausted from months of fighting in late 1944. 

In addition, personnel, equipment, and supplies had been siphoned off to support operations 

in north-western Europe and elsewhere, notably to support the build-up and execution of 

Operation OVERLORD, the invasion of Normandy. But they prevailed over a determined 

German led enemy and pushed north under difficult conditions. 

 

The primary mission of the Allied forces was to tie down Axis forces and also push Italy 

from the war, whilst driving north, up the "soft underbelly" of Europe and into the German 

heartland.  

 

By April 1945 Germany was besieged on three sides, although the Allied forces in the south, 

particularly those strung out along the northern Apennines overlooking the Po Valley, were in 

fact the farthest away from the bulk of the Allied forces who procured the final victory over 

the Germans at the end of the war. The Po Valley offensive in which Brian’s regiment played 

a significant part climaxed the long and bloody Italian campaign. 

 

 

 

Private Brian Esmond Piccione. 



 

 

From the invasion of Sicily in July 1943 until the final Axis surrender just south of the Alps 

in May 1945, the Allied armies in Italy had battled north over one thousand miles of 

mountainous terrain, through inclement weather, against a capable and determined enemy. 

Only the overwhelming Allied material and manpower resources and the countless heroic 

acts of hundreds of thousands of Allied soldiers in small unit actions of a type unique to the 

war in Italy overcame the Axis forces. 

 

During the entire Italian 

campaign, Allied losses 

exceeded 312 000, 

German losses in Italy 

were estimated at over 

434 600. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brian Piccione (in the middle) with friends in Genoa, Italy 1945. 

 

 

Brian in a cemetery in Italy 

for the 6
th

 South African 

Armoured Division. 



Brian Piccione was awarded three medals for his services in the War: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

On his return to civilian life, Brian Piccione dedicated his life to the land, as it were, and 

enjoyed a long career in the farming sector, beginning in forestry, then spending most of his 

working life as a sugar cane farm manager and retiring as a banana farm owner. He was well 

known for his conservation efforts whilst sugar cane farming and received several awards for 

perfecting contour farming, amongst other things. 

 

He also was a loyal and dedicated member of the returned services movement in South 

Africa, holding leadership positions with the MOTHS (Memorable Order of Tin Hats, which 

was founded in 1927 as a brotherhood of South African front-line ex-soldiers. The ideal of 

 Brian Piccione’s war medals: 

 

                    The Italy Star                    The War medal, 1939-45               The Africa Service Medal. 

  



the Order is to help fellow comrades in need, either financially or physically and to remember 

all servicemen who have answered the Sunset Call, both in war and peace time). 

 

 

BRIAN PICCIONE died peacefully at his home in Hilton South Africa on 9
th

 June 2011 at 

the age of 87. 

 

This tribute is from Eric Boulle  (Catholic priest, school friend and comrade during WW2) 

 

“He was part of the unbeatable famous 1942 (St Charles College Pietermaritzburg) rugby 

team which provided 6 Natal School Players for that year - a record for any school, which, as 

far as I know, has not been beaten.  Brian was a gentleman through and through, loved by 

everyone who knew him, and was loyal to his Catholic faith to the end.  

He married Thelma Oftebro of Zululand (whose great grandfather was the founder of the 

Lutheran mission at Eshowe in 1861)  They had six children, Lynette, Kevin, Ian, Vaughn, 

Helen, Peter, all of whom were able to attend the funeral, including the three from overseas 

(New Zealand, Australia and USA).   

The funeral took place at St Joseph's, Cedara, and the number of people present, including the 

MOTHS, testified to the esteem in which they all held Brian.   

May he rest in peace.” 

 

Fr Eric was a close friend of Brian and Thelma’s and has remained a loyal friend of Thelma’s 

since Brian’s passing.  

 

(10-4-1-3) Brian  Piccione and his wife 10-4-1-3 Thelma Lillian (Oftebro) Piccione together with their son 

10-4-1-3-2 Kevin Bruce Piccione. 



 

The unbeatable famous 1942 (St Charles College Pietermaritzburg) rugby team. Brian in the centre of 

the back row. 


