
3-2-3-1 Arne Foss, from the ”Oftebro family”, was a versatile builder of -, 

and a local giant in the American society.    

3-2-3-1 Arne Foss was born in Durban May 4
th

 

1899. His parents 3-2-3 Lars (Rom) Foss and 

Serine (Jaabæk) Foss had immigrated to South 

Africa from Lyngdal, Norway.  Lars, whose 

father originated from the Foss farm in Lyngdal, 

was born on the Rom farm, same place, and had 

kept Rom as his surname. Lars returned 

nevertheless to the name Foss as the surname 

for himself and his family.  He was educated 

agronomist, but he had obviously not found 

necessary income in Norway. He therefore 

sought work in the coalmines in South Africa. 

Serine was a descendant of the famous 

Norwegian Member of Parliament, the farmer, 

the farmers’ leader, and the school teacher, 

Søren Jaabæk. 

After having returned to Lyngdal in 1900, and 

following a situation when Lars lived alone in 

Durban for some time, the family emigrated 

from Norway to America, Lars in 1906 and 

Serine and Arne in 1907. Arne was 8 years old 

at the time.  

Arne grew up in New York, and while his father had earned his living as a building worker, 

Arne, after finishing high school sought office jobs. His career was to be within the insurance 

business.  

Arne Foss married Astrid Skaardal with roots from Porsgrunn, Norway. They had the 

daughters Judith and Alice Foss, and the son Arnold Foss. Later on Arne and Astrid adopted 

Catherine Foss.  

Arne Foss worked in the big insurance company Frank B. Hall & Company Inc. Here he rised 

in the ranks from janitor to the top, and after 31 years for this firm he was in 1950 elected 

president of the company. Arne drew notice to himself not only within his own subject area. 

He was community oriented, and showed special interest in the organization “Sons of 

Norway”. He was among the founders of Nansen Lodge of this organization, and he was the 

first president of this lodge. But Arne went further. He became counselor and president of 

district lodge No3, and General Director of the upper lodge of Sons of Norway. In the 

capacity of President of the Nansen Lodge he organized the collection of funds to support the 

underground movement in Norway during WWII. For this contribution he was awarded the 

Norwegian King Haakon 7
th

’s medal and plaque.  

3-2-3-1 Arne Foss flanked by his father 3-2-3 

Lars Rom Foss and his brother 3-2-3-2 Otto 

Foss. 



Arne and Astrid Foss with their children Judith, 

Alice and Arnold. Adopted daughter Catherine 

in front. 

Arne also made contributions through means and 

through collection to the financing of the beautiful 

Nansen Park, which still serves its purpose. In 

addition Arne was member of several clubs and 

social activities, and did the whole society, 

especially members of the Norwegian community, 

very great services.  

Arne Foss is founder of Our Savior’s Lutheran 

Church on Staten Island, and continued later on 

similar work for Zion Lutheran Church. 

By virtue of his position, his engagement and his 

popularity, it was probably not so strange that Arne 

Foss, in 1949, was chosen by the Sons of Norway 

to give the principal speech in New York on 

Norway’s constitution day, May 17
th

. On the 

arrangement in Carnegie Hall this day the greatest 

Norwegian, and at the same time international, 

celebrities were present in the audience. These were the ice-queen Sonia Henie, the opera 

singer Kirsten Flagstad, and Nobel Prize winner in literature, Sigrid Undset. 

Arne Foss should end his life in a tragic way. He died January 9
th

 1953, only 54 years old.      

   

3-2-3-1 Arne Foss with his first new car, 

around  1930. 

Arne and his brother Otto Foss standing in the 

background. Arne’s wife Astrid with their daughter  

Judith flanked by  Serine and Lars Rom Foss. 


