
440 FAMILY MEMBERS ARE MEETING IN LYNGDAL 
Over the weekend a family reunion for 440 members of the Oftebro family will take 

place in Lyngdal 
 
LYNGDAL:   
“It is exciting that there will be so many, and that the participants in the family reunion 
are coming from 12 different countries.  We actually sent out 1200 invitations” says Inge 
Chr. Oftebro who is heading the family reunion committee.  He comes from Hoevik in 
Baerum.  For nearly a year a key committee of 20 dedicated souls have worked with 
plans and arrangements for the big event. 
 
Sports Hall:  
Nothing has been left to chance when the members of the Oftebro family gather in 
Lyngdal.  The organizers have rented a big sports hall for three days.  Here the Oftebro 
family members can study the 16 m long family tree on the wall together with hundreds 
of pictures.  There is also a display of family paintings, arts and crafts items and furniture 
made available by family participants. Several post cards have been printed with various 
motifs in connection with the family reunion.  Cards mailed from the location will have a 
special stamped imprint: “Family Reunion Lyngdal 6th-8th August 2004” This has been 
arranged by Bjoern Egil Seland, a committee member and daily leader of the Lyngdal 
post office.    
 
Participants will have color-coded name tags.  Thus with the help of the color codes on 
the family tree they will be able to find their family connection. 
 
Family History Book: 
A special book has been prepared for the family reunion.  The leader of the book 
committee, Stein Opsal who was originally from Kristiansand, says that 2000 names are 
mentioned in the book.  Relatives from all over the world have contributed with 
information and pictures. 
 
The book is temporarily prepared in limited examples and is not hard bound.  That will 
give the participants their last chance to correct and supply more information, says Stein   
Opsal.  In addition to the book the participants will have a cd with 500 pictures, which 
have been gathered from, around the world. Actor Nils Ole Oftebro, the family celebrity, 
will serve as Master of Ceremony during the banquet tonight.    
 
The farm Oftebro in Lyngdal has now been developed into a residential complex.  
Although the owner of the family farm, Kaare Christensen, is not a member of the 
Oftebro family, he will make the property available for the more than 400 visitors. 
 
Family Church Service: 
On Sunday the Oftebro family will make its impact on the Lyngdal church service.  Here 
the family choir will participate. Also, the family reunion member and Methodist Pastor 
Philip West from Providence, Rhode Island will preach.   
 



Shorter and longer bus tours have been arranged for the participants so that they can visit 
different places where ancestors were living. 
 
Relatives from South Africa are descendants of Ommund Christiansen Oftebro who 
studied at the Missionary School in Stavanger and became a missionary.  On Sunday a 
monument of him and Tobias Udland, who left in 1849 as the first missionary from 
Lyngdal, will be unveiled. 
 
The name Oftebro is an old Nordic name, which means “swan bridge” (or bridge over 
swan).  At Oftebro outside Lyngdal center there are still some bridge supports from the 
old bridge over Litleaana (name of river).  
 
The countries which are represented at the family reunion are Norway, Denmark, New 
Zealand, France, USA, South Africa, Zimbabwe, Canada, Italy, Australia, England and 
Germany. 
 


