
THE OFTEBRO FAMILY FROM 11 COUNTRIES IS GATHERING 
 

During the day approximately 450 members of the Oftebro family will gather in 
Lyngdal.  That is going to be a gigantic family reunion for three full days. 

 
Gunnhild and Willum Kristian Hendriksen Oftebro where the family started, have 
innumerable descendants.  The largest numbers are found in Norway, USA and South 
Africa. In all 11 countries will be represented when the family reunion gets under way 
tomorrow forenoon. Then there will also be speeches about the family, the family farm, 
missionary work and input from foreign countries. 
 
“The reunion is the result of many years of research through many generations. If anyone 
must be mentioned it must be Maalfrid Oftebro.  She started early by listening to the 
family elders and collected and systematized about 1200 names” says Nicolai Oftebro.  
He lives in Halden but came originally from Mandal. 
 
Two years ago some members of the family got together and discovered that something 
had to be done in order to assemble the family from far and near.  Already after half a 
year’s effort the Rosfjord Beach Hotel was reserved for overnight guests for a family 
member gathering during August 6-8, 2004. 
 
“ It is not an anniversary of any kind, but we needed two years to arrange it,” explains 
committee member Inge Chr. Oftebro.  He lives in Lommedalen and can tell about many 
meeting activities prior to the family reunion, which must be characterized as one giant 
family activity. 
 
Bjoern E.Seland represents the part of the family living in Lyngdal.  Together with his 
brother, Kjell Inge Seland, he has pulled a lot of local strings. “We have received a lot of 
support in Lyngdal” says Inge Chr. Oftebro, and he extends a Thank You to the Lyngdal 
officials, the Lyngdal Sports Club and many local helpers.  The actual reunion will take 
place in the Fibo-Trespo Hall at Lyngdal stadium.  It has been converted into a cheerful 
meeting hall for the Oftebro family with big displays of pictures and information about 
different branches of the family, exhibits of arts and crafts, photo displays, cafeteria and 
an “auditorium”. 
 
The reunion starts in the afternoon with an informal gathering where family members can 
meet and establish new friendship contacts.  Tomorrow will be an opportunity to visit the 
family farm 
 
“Bus tours with guides have been arranged by Bjoern Seland and Kjell Inge Seland,” 
informs Inge Chr. Oftebro. In the evening there will be a banquet with entertainment by 
family and hired talents.  At that time the “Oftebro Choir” will be “resurrected” 
exclusively with family members.  
 
Nicolai Oftebro announces that the choir is named after a choir in Mandal, which Tobias 
Oftebro conducted in the 1920 period.  It was named “Oftebro Choir” after the director.  



Between 30 and 40 Oftebro family members will get together and practice this evening.  
The choir will also be singing during the high mass in Lyngdal Church on Sunday, which 
will make it possible for others outside the family to hear to them. 
 
“We will also participate in the church service with one of our family members from 
Providence, Rhode Island, Methodist Pastor Philip West, who will be preaching” says 
Inge Chr. Oftebro.  There will also be at open arrangement on the “Klokkegaarden” after 
the service when the monument for the missionary Ommund Oftebro and Tobias Utland 
will be unveiled. 
 
After the unveiling the Oftebro descendants will walk to the family farm, which Kaare 
Christiansen owns today.  “He has been so gracious to let 450 people come and walk all 
over his lawn” say family members Nicolai Oftebro, Inge Chr. Oftebro and Bjoern 
Seland almost in unison. 
 
It can also be mentioned that there will be a closing ceremony in the hall on Sunday 
afternoon with pictures and summary of the family reunion for the family book, which a 
book committee has been working on for 1 and ½ years. The data bank includes over 
2000 names from all parts of the world, and it is planned to correct and supplement the 
information in the register during the reunion days.  It is anticipated that the book will be 
published this fall. 
 
But the family gathering doesn’t end when the doors close at the Fibo-Trespo hall on 
Sunday.  35 family members from abroad have signed up for a bus tour to Stavanger, 
Ullensvang, Bergen, Flaam and Oslo.  This will be a way for them to experience a fine 
tour as well as become better acquainted  
 
Torstein Oftebro, main committee chairman, writes in the family reunion program: 
 
“The Oftebro family expanded greatly.  It busted out of Lyngdal and into the wide world.  
The bands which tied it together were lost over time. Today we have found each other 
again and we meet in Lyngdal where our family cradle stood. It is a big occasion, let us 
celebrate it. Let us tie new bands and form new friendship” 
 
 
 


